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is given Lo a parent this shall be considered
to be the provision by the Minister of a
satisfactory means of conveyance. A parent
who accepts & driving allowance is thus
brought under the compulsory elaunse and is
bound to send his children to school every
day, unless there is a rensonable excuse for
the non-attendance. Clause 6 gives the
teachers an appeal board on which they shali
have representation. This refers to case- i
which teachers for alleged misconduet or
breach of the pegulations are fined any
amount in excess ot 15s,; transferred at their
own expense—which is & severe penalty;
reduced to a lower grade—which is an annual
finaneial loss to the teachers extending per-
haps over many vears; or rednced from any
position to a posifion carrying a lower
salary; or dismissed. The Minister is now
called npon to decide what the punishment
shall be for disciplinary offences, and his
decision may serionsly affect the future wel-
fare of the teacher, who has no right of
appeal. It is seldom necessary for me to
exercise the power T possess in this respect.
But I believe in the principle of an appeal
hoard in ecases in which men have permanent
positions under an Aet of Parliament. The
Public Service have an appeal hoard; so have
the police, the warders of the Fremantle
prison. and the raillway officers and ‘em-
ployees. In each case the men have repre-
sentation on the board, a consideration that
has resulted in a more contented service than
we should ofherwise have. The constitntion
of the board is to bhe, a police or resident
magistrate as chairman, a representative of
the Director of Edneation to be appointed
hv him. and a representative of the teachers.
or his deputy for the fime heing on the
Public Serviee Appeal Board, The Bill is
the resnlt of conferences T have had with the
teachers, who are preparrd to mecept the
measure. I move—

That the Bill be now rtead a second time,
On motion by Hon. G. Potter, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.77 p.m.
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QUESTION—TRAMWAYS, PERTH.

Mr. MAXXN asked the Minister for Rail-
wavs: 1, Has he read in yesterdav’s “West
Austrafian™  the  evidenre of  Motorman
Jimes Maelntoslt Fraser, given in the Arbi-
iration Cvart on Taesday, “that seldom u
day pussed without o tram being coneerned
- on collision: that  the brakes were not
always effeefive; in Tact, very few brakes on
bozey cars were up-to-date”? 2, Will he
have the statement inquired info, and if the
position iz as stated, will he take immediate
steps to remedy il in order to protect the
public from the danger of serious accident?

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYVS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The slatement as pnblished
was ohwiens[y  ineorreet and was sobse-
ouently corrected in the court.

QUESTION--IA.B. SETTLERS, CROP
INSURANCE.
Mo LATHAM asked the Minister for

Tands: What ave the names of the under-
writers with whom re-insurances—fire and
hail risks—upon assisted settlers’ erops have
heen effected ?

The MINTSTER FOR TANNS replied:
Tt is nof enstomary Ffor information of this
deseription to he diselozed.

BILLS (?)—FIRST READING.
1, Industries Assistance Aet Continnance.
Tntroduced hy the Minister for Lands.
2, Royal Agrienltural Sgcicty,

Tntroduced by (he Minister for Aerienl-
fure.



[14 OcToBER, 1926.]

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adupted.

L
BILL—TIMBER INDUSTRY REGULA-
TION.

Second lteading.

TaE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A MeCallum—South Fremantle) [4.36] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill is
to provide for the inspection and regulation
of employment in the timber industry. 1t
19 surprising that a measure of this nature
has not found its way to the statute-book
long before this. ‘The timber industry is
employing perhaps the largest number of
men of any industry at the present time.
Though we have special legislation govern-
inz ewployment in other callings, there has
heen none for the timber industry. There
is gpecial legislation under the Mines Regu-
lation Aet to govern mining, whieh industry
is emploving only slightly over 3,000 men.
while the timher induostry is employing
nearly 7,000 men. 1 will not say that em-
ployment in the timber industry is quite so
dangerous as in mining; still it ranks second
te mining in the matter of risks to which
the men are exposed. Statisties of accidents
and elaims under the Workers' Compensation
Act show that that is se. This Bill is
framed largelv on the Mines Regulation Aet.
There is guite an assortment of Acts that
at present zovern emplovment in the timber
industry. They are the Tnspeetion of Mach-
inarv Act. the Factories and Shons Aet, and
the Health Aet. We pronose to leave the
inspection of hoilers. which requires techni-
cal knowledee, to the inspector of machinery,
but the duties of secine that ordinarv safe-
enards are nrovided around dangerous
machinerv and of carrving ont the inspee-
tion that has heen made snasmodieallv and
not frequently hv inspectors of factories, tn-
gether with the little if any inspection made
under the Health Aet are nrovided for in
this measnre. Those duties in future will he
comhined and will be entrusted to recnlar
insnectors apnointed under this measure.

Hon. G. Tavlor: Yon provide for inspec-
tion of machinerv under this Rill.

The MTNTSTER FOR WOREKS: Ves, hut
not for insrertion of hoilers. A man of
technieal knowledee is reonired to examine
a hniler. An inepectar who has worked in
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the timber industry all his life might
not understand ihe technicalities of
a boiler, There has been a serious drawback
attached to the inspections of the inspeector
of machinery. When he goes to a mill the
boiler is his main objective, and he has to
give nofice to the management of his inten-
tion to inspect so that everything might be
in readiness. Consequently the management
always knew when an inspector was ex-
pected, and men in the industry allege--
whether it is true or not, 1 cannot say—
that on the days the inspector made his
visits safecuards would be provided around
dangerous machinery but would disappear
after he had left.

Hon. G. Taylor: Sueh gnards could not
have been of a very permanent kind.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
the allegation made by the men.

Houn. G. Taylor: My exvperience on the
goldfields does not bear that out.

The MINISTER FOR YWORKS: Under
this measure it will be the duty of inspec-
tors to travel around the miils, and there
will be no need for them to notify the man-
agement of their visits. The inspectors will
be men acquainted with the industry and
they will know just where the risk of danger
lies. THegular inspections will be made.
Though portions of timber mills at present
come under the Shops and Factories Act, it
has been impossible, with the limited staff
available, for inspectors to frequently visit
the mills. 1t is more than one man’s work to
look after the timker mills, scattered as they
are over so great an area. Consequently the
department have not been able to carry out
more than one inspection a year. Tram-
lines, hush traecks and both mill and bush
landings do not come uander the definition
of factory and no inspection of rolling stock
has heen possikle. Thus there hazs been
ne provision to inspeet a section of the in-
dustry that involves nisk to the employees,
although serious accidents have oceurred
owing to faulty fram-lines, faulty rolling
stock and faulty bush landings. TUnder the
Bill the management will be called upon to
provide safecuards and afford prolection
for the men, and T believe it will amply re-
pay mill owners to sec that such protection
is provided. TUnder the Workers” Compen-
sation Act they have added responsibilities,
and the little extra expense entailed to pro-
vide safernards will. T believe, be repaid by
a lessening of aceident: and an inerease of
efficiency that the men will displar when
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theylknow they are not exposed to former
dangers.

AMr. George: The falling of trees cannot
be guarded against,

The MINISTER FOR WOQRKS : No;
and this Bill does not provide for the in-
spection of trees other than the clearing of
them. Under the Bill trees must be cleared
back from the bush tram-lines. Now they
are frequently left growing close to the
lines, which ave laid in thick forest. In fact,
they are left too close for safety, The
timber workers at their aunmal eonferences
for many years have urged the introduetion
of a Bill of this kind, and 1 do not think it
can be maintained that the measure is be-
fore its time. Indeed, it 1s long overdne.
Similar measures exist elsewhere, although
the timber indnstry is nof in every State
dealt with in a separate Act. Vietoria has
provisions similar to this Bill, but there they
form part of the Faetories Act. For con-
venience sake it is thought better here to
deal with the timber industry in a separate
measure. There is considerable ecomplaint
about the smoke nuisance at mills. It is
stated that the fires burning there the whole
year tound ¢reate & nuisance, that the smoke
blows in through the mill and is sometimes
s0 bad that the sawyers are unable to see
the saws, that the winchman cannot see the
hookman, and that the benchman frequently
has to wait until the smoke lifts before he
can see the pin, the saw, or anything else.

Mr. Georze: How do these fires come
ahout?

Miss Holman :
waste timber.

Mr. George: They do not come into the
mill.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
smoke nuisance depends upon the direction
in which the fire chute is situated and upon
the way the wind is blowing. Only a day
or two azo I was at a mill and was told
that just as T arrived the smoke had eleared
out of the mill.

Hon. . Taxlor:
arrived.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
donbt. There are mills at which the fire
chate is in the wrong direction, and the re-
snlt is that the prevailing winds blow the
smoke through the mill. Tn such a case
either the fire ehute should be removed or
2 smoke erreen shonld he erceted. The
Bill provides for the conirol of inspectors
by an officer already in the Public Service.
Instead of ereating a new department it is

In the burning of the

That was hecanse von

rl oA
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proposed here, as in connection with the in-
spection of scaffolding, to place lbe admin-
satindon of the measore under the Chief
Inspector of Factories. There are to be
w.strict inspectors, and also a workmen’s
mspector to be elected by the workmen
themselves. He must, however, be a man
with an intimate knowledge and a thorough
«xperience of the timber industry. His ap-
pointment will be for a period not exceed-
ing two years. His salary, of course, will
be paid by the State. *As in the correspond-
ing provigion in the Mines Regulation Aect,
this Bill proposes that the workmen’s in-
speelor must have had not less than five
years’ practical experience of the industry.

Hon. G Taylor: Yon are not making any
provision for bhis payment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
~l be paid in the same way as other in-
gpectors. The Bill does not fix the salary.

Hon. G. Taylor: Where will you get the
salary?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
it in my pocket.

Hon. G. Taylor: When you appoint
ofticers under a Bill, you arrange for their
salaries.

The Premier: Not in the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
salaries are provided on the Estimates. The
Bill also gives power lo appoint a special
inspector in case of technical or seientific
knowledge being required for the investiga-
tion of a big accident, or for some speecial
inquiry.  In sueh eases the department
would have power to appoint special inspee-
tors. The powers given to the inspectors
cenerally are very similar to those possessed
by inspectors nnder the Mines Regulation
Aet. Prosecutions, however, will be initiated
under the authority of the officer controlling
the administration of the measure. The mach-
inery clauses eall upon the manager or agent
to afford Cacilitics for inspeection, and re-
quire the keeping of a record hook at each
mill. In that book the inspector is to enter
particulars of each inspection that he makes,
and fhe hook is to be apen to examination
at reasonable {imes hy persons interested,
including representatives of the employees.
The duties and responsibilities of the man-
ager in respeet of the dne observanee of the
provisions of the Bill are also set out. There
is a clanse requiring notice of accident to be
miven to the distriet inspector, and to the
offieer administering the measure. This pro-
vizion is similar to the corresponding pro-
visions in the Mines Regulation, Tnspertion
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of Machinery, and Factories and Shops
Acts. Then there is provision for investiga-
tion into the cause, or eauses, of accidents
causing death or serious bodily injury. The
inguiry is to be made by an industrial mag-
istrate, it deemed necessary, There is power
to compel the attendants of witnesses at the
inguiry, and also power for their examina-
fion by a represeniative of the workers
union. The Bill prohibits interference with
the place where an accident has occurred,
except with a view lo saving life or pre-
venting further accident, until the place has
been cxamined. The person appointed by a
magistrate to investigate an accident wmay,
however, permit a resumption of work in
cases Where sueh resumption is deemed to
be necessary.

Mr. Geormze: The whole mill might be
stopped for several days.

The MINISTER FOR WIORKS: Power
is given to permit resumption of work, but
if there is a point in dispute as to the cause
of an accident which has involved death or
serious beodily injury, it might be desirable
that work should be suspended for a day or
two, -pending the definite establishment of
the cause.

Mr. George: I am not suggesting that
evidence should be done away with; I am
only pointing out that if a man got cut with
a saw

The MINISTER FOR WOQORKS: There
would be no suspension for a slight acei-
dent like that, but only for an accident in-
volving death or serious bodily injury.

Mr. George: A saw might kill a man; it
is no respecter of persons.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
there was a death from such a canse, and it
were argued that the saw was not properly
fixed or bad no adequate safeguards, it
would be far hetter to stop work pending
a thorough investigation, or until permission
to resnme work had heen obtained from the
industrial magisirale or his nominee for the
conduct of the inquiry., This provision is
very similar to the corresponding provision
in the Mines Regulation Act, and, of course,
it will be administered with due regard to
all the cirenmstances of each particnlar case.
The Bill requires the efficient gnarding of
dangerous machinery and appliances, and
the maintenance of the guards in efficient
condition. Further, it requires the provision
of an ambulange, or a stretcher, and a sap-
ply of first aid appliances at mills where
power-driven machinerv 15 used. T also re-
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quires a weekly examnination of buildings
and plant and machinery by the mapager or
by a qualified person appointed by him. Re-
sponsibility is placed on the workman to see
that the appilances he uses, and the place in
which he works, are reasonably safe, and to
report anything that he considers unsafe. A
similar provision is contained in the Mines
Regulation Act. The Bill provides for pro-
cedure to secure compliance with its re-
quirements. The proeedure will be by the
service of requisitions specifying defects
and dangers and requiring them to be re-
wnedied. The responsibilities of the owner,
agent, or manager in respect of sueh requisi-
tions are defined, and provision is made for
appeal against a requisition to 2o industrial
magistrate if such requisition is objected to.
The Bill prohibits persons having a personal
interest in a timber holding, or concerned in
the management of it, from servingz on the
jury at u eoroner’s inquest when an aeccident
has oceurred. Persons intcrested may, how-
ever, attend the proceedings and examine
witnesses, The distriet inspector is required
to be present, and the jury may view the
scene of the aceident, The Bill also pro-
vides for the making of regulations govern-
ing the matters covered by it, including
duties of inspectors and methods of inspee-
tion, ventilation of mills and prevention of
dust, sanitary conditions on timber holdings,
safety of machinery, mill gearing and so
forth, safe handling of jockeyed logs, light-
ing of mills, safety of skids and decking,
drainage of tram lines, bush landings, and
other places, smoke sereens, prohibition of
employment of persons unahle to speak Eng-
lish in places where sach inability would he
a source of danger to others, safety of bush
landings, control of treatment of timber by
powellising or other process dangerous or in-
jurious to health, housing accommodation of
workers, pnre water supply, and other neces-
sary purposes. Cppies of regulations must
be posted up in every mill. Penalties are set
forth in Clanse 25. I do nof think the
measure will need to he urged on the House,
since it is long overdue and refers to an in-
dustry whick employs a great number of
meh. Indeed, it is surprising that some such
measiite as this has not been enacted long
ago.

Mr. George: Have vou any idea how
many accidents have occurred during the
last five vears?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1T can
wet that information if the hon. member
desires it, but T have seen statistics showing
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that in point of seccidents the timber in-
dustry ranks second to the mining industry.

Miss Holman: In the office of the Tim-
ber Workers’ Union there are statistics of
accidents in the indusiry.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
timber industry, I repeat, ranks second te the
mining industry for serious and fatal acei-
dents. I saw the statistics some time ago. As
regards minor aceidents, very few men em-
ployed in the timber industry carry a whole
hand; most of them are minus some of their
fingers. That fact was brought home to me
in the first arbitration case relating to the
timber indunstry. Not one of the union wit-
nesses had a full hand; and I was told that
this peculiarity was the result of chance and
not of design.

Hon. G. Tayler: It
managed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
Any man who walks around the mills be-
comes impressed with the fact that there
are very few timber workers who have not
lost a finger or two. Now I wish to quote
3 few extracts from reports made by fac-
tory inspectors. These reports give the im-
pressions obtained by the inspectors when
viewing the mills. TIn quoting I shall not
mention the names of the mills referred to.
One report states—

The housing and hut accommodation at this
mill are bad. The log landing consists of a
log alongside the line. The logs are rolled on
to this and then on to the ground. Every-
thing at this mill seems to be done with a view
to cheapness and without any regard to the
safety or comfort of the workmen.

Hon. &. Taylor: Is the mill referred to
a State mill?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think such a eharge could be levelled at any
of the State mills.

Hon. G. Taylor: In that ease you would
not mention it.

Mr. George: This was probably a very
small mill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Another
report contains the following passage—

was not stage-

On the day of inspection it was fairly windy,
and the heat and smoke from the fire chutes
came into the mill. In places where the fires
are close {o the mill a screen is, in my opin-
ion, necessary, as with the smoke in the eyes
of the operatives the work is rendered more
dangerous than it otherwise might be. The
Iog landing at this mill is very steep and dan-
gerous, and, as the practice of jockeying logs
is carried on here, accidents may be expected
at any time.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Davy: What is meant by “jockeying”
logs?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
means putting one log on top of {wo.

Mr. George: I know of a case where the
logs from the log yard went clean over the
mill. Fortunately no one was hurt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Another
extract reads—

The milla on this line, as in other parts of
the State, need plenty of room for improve-
ment in regard to safe working econditions, in
directions not covered by this or other Aects.
The log landing at . . . . mill is unsafe. It is
too steep a slope, and is in a marrow cutting.
The practice of jockeying logs is carried out
here extensively. The log trucks are the usnal
timber mill cannon-buffer bolstered wagom, no
springs or axle boxes. With these wagons, if
anything is run into by them on the line, there
heing no springs to take the shock, there is
almost invariably an accident. In proof of
this there is the . . .. mill. There are the ordin-
ary cannon-buffer wagons and flont trucks with
spring buffers, axle boxes and flat springs over
the axle boxes. With the spring wagons there
has been only one accident, which the spring
wagons only prevented from having serious con-
sequences, With the other type, accidents have
been fairly numerous.

Another report says—

The mill Janding at . ... is also rather steep,
and jockeying of logas i8 a regular practice.
At . ... is the most dangerons log landing in
the State. Tt is very wide and excepiionally
steep. I watched a rake of logs being unloaded;
five sets on the rake had ‘‘jockeyed” logs,
and in eaeh instance the three logs were un-
loaded together.

Therein is the grave danger. If they pulled
off the log before pulling out the chocks,
it would be better. The report continues—

The logs after leaving the trucks, rolled
down the landing at a terrific speed, and
jumped at least a foot in the air on hitting
any small obstruction. Ome man was killed
on this landing some years ago, and T was
told that there have been several narrow es-
capes.

Of course that does not apply at every mill
as the following report will show:—

As an instance of conditions existing at an-
other mill, the landing, is perfectly safe and
definite orders are given here tbat ‘‘jockey-
ing,’’ wherever reasonably possible, is to be
avoided, and when a log is jockeyed the top
leg is to he unloaded first and before the chocks
are out. The majority of the log trucks at
this mill are aprung.

Hon. members will zee that there are some
mills where the managers are adopting
methods affording protection to workers, so
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45 to prevent accidents.

A further report
states— .

A fatal accident happened to a hookman of
over 20 years’ experience, He was unloading
a rake of logs at about 4.15 p.m. on the 5th
November, 1923, at a certain mill, As I was in
the vicinity I visited the mill next day and
ascertained that the mill landing is fairly
steep, and that the space between the skids
is filled up, leaving no space for a hookman
to get away if a log should roll after the
chocks were knocked away., It appears that
a sct of trucks was being worked and contained
four logs, three on the bottom of the trucks, and
one on top or ¥ jockeyed.’’ The chocks had been
knocked out safely, and preparation was made
to unload the four logs together, the rope from
the winech being thrown round the four logs,
and the hook driven into the hottom log at the
bottom of the truck from the landing. The
back log rolled, and the hook flew out; the log
the hook was in, and thé jockey, reared in the
air; the jockey rolled back and jambed the
uefortunate worker against the back of the
cutting. He died within two minutes as a re-
sult of internal injuries, the log lying across
the middle of his body.

Mr. George: How long ago was that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In Nov-
ember, 1925.

Mr. George: | cannot understand that,
becanse the machinery inspectors were at
work at that {ime.

The ALNISTER FOR WORKS: I have
already pointed out that, without desirine
to refiect upon the inspectors at all, the in-
spection of machinery is a farce. The in-
spectors have to notify the ‘managers before-
hand that they intend to inspeet the boilers.
They pay partienlar attention to the boilers
and have not paid much regard to anything
else.

Myr. George: That has not been my ex-
perience.

Tne MINISTER FOR WORKS: It has
best: the experience of the great bulk of the
men engaged in the industry. Another re-
pmt says—

At this mill it is the practice to store a large

quantity of logs ona spare landing at the back
of the mill landing, and these logs are piled up
to a height of ahout 12 feet. The manager
admitted that it would require a very ex-
perienced man to remove those logs, but he
did mnot consider it dangerous. This is also
the practice at . . . . , and is in my opinion
dangerous. If once the logs got away, nothing
would stop them, and it is almost certain that
serious aceidents would foliow.
Ther: is no law at present to provide against
such conditions. These matters do not come
within the seope of the inspection of machin-
ery, factories or health laws. A Bill of
this deseription is absolutely essential.
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Mr. George: The mill at whieh the logs
were piled up 12ft. high must have been a
big one.

The MINISTER FOR W.WRKS: Yes,
probably that was at one of the bigger mills.
I do pot think it can be said that the Bill
will infliet hardships upon the timber in-
dustry. It will not call for any great ex-
penditure. 1t merely provides for measures
for the protection and safety of the men
engaged in the industry and is essential, con-
sidering that so many men are employed
in the timber industry., Those men are at
work far away in the bush and very often
are many miles away from medical aid.
They are away from hospital eonveniences
and, in fact, from doctors as well. T think
we are warranted in legislating for the pre-
tection of the workers, without inflicting
hardships upon industry.

Mr. George: No one will deny that protec-
tion should be afforded.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the House will agree with that contention.
We have not gone beyond the scope of the
Mines Regulation Aect in framing the Bill.
In fact it follows that legislation closely
and is similar to the provisions in the Vie-
torian Shops and Factories Act where they
relate to the timber industry. I do not think
it can be held that the Government have
gone too far. As I have already pointed
out, the measure is long overdue. There
shonld not be much objection to the passage
of the Bill and T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by AMr. George, debate ad-
suarned.

BILLS {2)—RETURNED.

1, Stamp Act Amendment.
» 2, Supply Bill (Ne. 3}, £1,363,500.
Without amendiwent.

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Anewin—XNorth-East Fremantle)
58] in moving the second reading =ald:
The Bill is a short one. Tt applies to three
distriets only. Hon. members who have
visited Albany are aware that in Stirling
Terrace there are gardens opposite the main
business premises and at the rear of the
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railway station, 1t appears that the
gardens were formed upon portion of what
was a declared public road. The Albany
Municipal Council desires that the road
should be ciosed regarding those portions
npon which the gardens have heen estab-
lished. The council asks that it should be
made a Class A reserve and thus be kept
for the purposes of parks and gardens for
all time. The officers of the department
have made the necessarv surveys and see
no objection to the reserve being declared.
Action eamnot be taken, however, withont
the approval of Parliament: hence the in-
clusion of this provision in the Bill. Then
again the Perth City Counecil has purchased
an area of land at Vietoria Park for the
purpose of forming a recreation ground.
As the area is divided by portion of Willis-
street, il is desired that that portion of the
street shall be closed and inclnded in the
reereation ground. There is no objection tfo
the land being used for recreation purposes
and if in feture any additionnl road access
is necessary, it can be provided along the
northern houndary of the reserve. At Kast
Perth also the City Couneil has some land
to be developed for recreation purposes. At
present part of it is used as a rubbish
depot, but part of Swan-road runs through
the area. It is necessary for that portion
of the road to be closed in order that a
proper recreation ground may he estab-
lished. That is all that the Bill deals with
and hon. members can see the lithos dealing
with the propositions. There is one small
matter T overlooked in regard to the
Albany proposal. Three small areas there
are also dealt with. On one a returned
soldiers’ memorial has been established at
the corner of York-sireet and Peel’s Place,
while there are also two small gardens af
the corners of Duke-street and Frederick-
street where they enter Peel’s Place. Thege
are also to be inelnded within the scope of
the Bill. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Ifon. (. Taylor, debate
adjonrned.

BILL—RESERVES (No. 2).
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. . Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
[5.12] in moving the second reading said:
This Bill deals with an alteration of re-
serves, none of which are Class A reserves,

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Victoria Distriet Turf Club desires to
subleaze the CGeraldton raceconrse to the
local golf etub fur a period of 21 years. The
proposal has been placed before the de-
partmental officials and no ohjection is
raised to granting the powers asked for.
The powers are to he conditional upon
provision heing made in the lense, ,which
will hove to be submitted fo the department
tor appraval. that at teast once a vear the
course can be used for racing purposes if
eo desired. There is a race ¢lub there and
rares are held at infrequent intervals dur-
ing the year.

Hon, G, Taylor: How many race meet-
ings are held a year?

The Minister for Railways :
four.

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS: At auny
rate, the »raceconrse will be considerably
improved as the result of the subleasing of
the ground to the golf club.

Hon. G. Tavlor: Will it still he a Class
A reserve?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If is not
a Class A reserve. It was land granted to
the race club for a special purpose and that
purpose cannot be altered wifhout the con-
gsent of Parliament. The Bill also provides
for a change in the purpases for which the
Newcastle Race Clnb secured their land.
Tt appears that the racecourse is held in
the names of Messrs, B. D). Clarkson, B.
Connor and J. TL. Phillips for the purposes
of the Newcastle Race Club for a period of
99 vears, dating from the st Octoher, 1901.
Owing fo the northern portion of the race-
course being severed hv a public road, the
triustees desive to surrender that portion of
the land that is north of the road in order
that the area may be granted to Mr. C. J.
Llovd, who is the ehairman of the Toodvay
Race CInb. The land will be handed to him
in exchange for about two aeres of Mr.
Lloyd’'s property which is fenced in as part
of the racecourse and on which, with the
owner’s permission, there has heen erected
a grandstand. Hon. members will see the
nosition rerarding thiz and the former mat-
ter on the lithos. The Newcastle Race Club
have been using Mr. Tlovd’s land for some
time. The Rill will anthorise the transfer.
The Rill also proposes to grant permission
to the Marble Bar Road Roard to lease for
pastoral purposes portion or the whole of
the town common. Some vears ago the
Marble Rar Board improved this land. pro-
viding fencing and water supplv. and now
to-day thev cannot get cnfficient revenue to

Three or
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enable them to meet the interest and other
charges on the loan they raised for the im-
proving of the reserve. Motor cars are
coming into use so much that the reserve
i% not ntilised to the same extent as was the
case previously, Ample provision will be
made for the requirements of the general
public. The department has no power to
allow the road board to lease the common.
The proposal has been referred to the Mines
Department, and the department has raised
no ohjection. However, it cannot be carried
out without the permission of Parliament.
T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. G. Taylor, debate
adjourned. -

BILL-—-SHEARERS’ ACCOMMODATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon.
A, MeCallum—South Fremantle) [5.16] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill is
to bring the Aect of 1912 up to date. As a
matter of fact, the Act has been a dead
letter, for it has been found impossible to
give effect to it

Mr. Teesdale: It has been carried out
fairly well in the North.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not mean to say that the pastoralists have
not lived up to its conditions in many ways.
When in the North recently, I saw on some
stations fine accommodation for shearers, al-
though on other siations the accommodation
was pot up to the standard required by the
Act, Quite early in the piece it was found
impossible to enforee the Act, owing to the
enormons areas to bhe covered and to the
enormons expense that would be involved if
the provisions of the Act were insisted upon.
That has been pnt up to each successive
Minister since the passing of the Act. Al-
though the Act was passed in 1912, it did
not come into operation until 1914. It was
introduced by a private member, Mr. Me-
DNonald. then member for Gascoxne, and was
passed by another place in a modified form.
On the 7th Januarv, 1915. the Chief Tn-
apector of Factories wrote to the then Minis-
ter as follows:—

With reference to the administration of the
Shearers’ Accommodation Act, 1912. T have

to report, for the information of the Hon. Mr.
Dodd, having on the 6th instant interviewed

1405

the Bolicitor General, Mr. Sayer, and as a
result beg to state that in my opinion the Act
as it stands i8 unworkable, and the enforce-
ment of its provisions at a reasonable eost to
the department practically impossible for the
undermentioned reasens:—

1, Beforc the provisions of the A¢t can be
applied to any shearing shed, the inspector
must have evidence that eight or more shearera
are employed.

2. Upon being satisfied that the Act ap-
plies, the inspector must ascertain by inspee-
tion in what respeets the Act has not been com-
plied with; he must then notify the employer
in writing, directing bim within a time men-
tioned in the notice to eomply with the ro-
quirements. The notice must be served person-
ally or be left at the employer’s residence.
This notiee is not an order, and the employer
is not compelled to obey it.

3. On the expiration of the time mentioned
in the notice, a second ingpection must be
made to ascertain whether the notice has been
complied with

4, If the employer fails to comply with the
terms of the notice in the time stated, the in-
spector must then apply to two justices to make
an order on the employer to comply with such
requirements, under Section 13. The justices
may order the employer to comply with the
requirements, and may specify what things
shall be done, and the time within which the
order shall be carried out, or they may dismiss
the complaint, and no order for coste shall be
made against an employer unless he hag failed
for an unreasomble time to comply with a
notice. ‘‘Unreasonable’’ is not defined, and it
i at the discretion of the justices to say what
is an unreasonable length of time.

Should the justices make an order, a third
inspection must be made on the expiry of such
order, to ascertain whether it has been com-
plied with, and if not the inspector must then
prosecute the ¢mployer a second time for non-
compliance with tke order of the court, and
on conviction a penalty not exceeding £10 may
then be impozed. It will be seen from the
foregoing that the cost both in money and the
time of inspectors to secure the enforcement
of the Act will be very preat indecd, and I
would suggest that the question of amending
the Act in such manner as to make it work-
able receive consideration.

That was 11 years ago. Yet no attempt
has been made fo amend the Aet and it has
remained practically a dead letter although,
as T have said, I saw, particularly on the
Murehison and on the lower Gascoyne, some
very fine accommodation for shearers. How-
ever, at one shearing station I came through,
the manager was good enough while I was
there to allow the men to meet me. They
strongly urged upon me that the Act should
be amended at the earliest opportunity.
While they were satisfied with the accom-
modation at the station on which they then
were, they had come through acecommodation
on another station which, in their own
words, was not fit for dogs. T did not see
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the place they mentioned, but they were em-
phatie in saying that a dog should noi be
ealled up on to live in sueh accommodation.
We are now taking steps to make the Act
workable. Members will agree that, in view
of all the ¢ircumlocution provided in the ex-
isting Act, it would cost a2 mint of money
to enforce that Act. 1t is not mueh wonder
that it bas remained a dead letter.

Mr. Teesdale: Up North the police ad-
nunister it.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORI(S: That is
$0. No inspeetor has been sent up there,
and the administration of the Aet bas been
left enfirvely to the police.

Mr. Mann: They ought to be capable
of administering it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
should be prepared to leave the general in-
spection to the police, although T think it
might be more satisfactorily done by a man
with a proper knowledge of ventilation,
lighting, and conditions of hygiene, a man
sueh as would be selected as an inspector
of factories. Sections 12 and 13 of the Act
are those referred to as being very difficult
of working, TUnder the Bill they will be
repealed. Tf the Bill passes it will not be
necessary to make the three visits prescribed
by the existing Act. Power is given to the
inspeclor to notify the owner when he has
reason io believe that the requirements of
the Aet are not being complied with and
to direet that they be complied with within
a given time. At the expiration of that time
a second inspection will be necessary to as-
certain whether the terms of the Aet have
been complied with., If they have not, the
inspector may then require the owner to ap-
pear before a magistrate. The existing Act
applies onlv to shearing sheds where eight
or more shearers are employed and it
operates only while the shearers are aetu-
ally at work. No power is given to inspeet
or to order things to be done when shearers
are not actually employed. In the days
when the Aet was passed there was
not the extent of machine shearing that
there is to-day. What eight men would
do in those days can now he done hy
two or three. So there is no reason why
the number of shearers should be fixed at
eight. A further point: to require that the
inspeetor should visit all the sheds and be
there when shearing is in operation is utterly
impracticable. The inspector could not get
around all Western Australia during shear-
inz time, exeept at enormous cost. We are
deleting the provision that limits the number
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of shearers. The Act will then apply to
sheds in which shearers are employed, ir-
respective of their number, But so that no
undue hardship shall be imposed on the
small pastoralist, provision is made that the
Act shall not apply to sheds where less than
1,00¢ shecp are shoru in one season. That
basis is a much more satisfactory one than
the number of shearers. Up North I saw
sheds fized wtih 20 stands, but employing
only eight or nine shearers, Had the pas-
toralists so desired, it was quite easy to
dodge the Act by knocking off one sheaver
and employing only seven, thus making the
season spin out a little longer.

Hon. G. Taylor: [t would inerease their
ex[Ienses,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Stll, it
must pay them in some respects, for one
shed I visited had 20 stands, vet employed
only eight shearers.

Mr. Davy: Perhaps in consequence of a
drought.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
true they had not as many sheep as in pre-
vious seasons.

Mr. Lamond: Was that in Kimberley?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

Mr. Mann: Is there any evidence that the
pastoralists have wilfully attempted to evade
the Aet?

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: Well,
as I have said, a number of shearers, speak-
ing before their then employer, told us that
on another station they were asked to sleep
in a place where, to use their own words.
no dog should be asked to sleep..

Mr. Mann: Is that an isolated case?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No;
there is ap there a number of sheds that do-
not provide deeent accommodation, although
T am perfectly willing to admit that at
other sheds the thing is dome really well.
The definition of emplayer is sltered. We
are substitnting the word *“owner” for
“master.”” The word “master” is a relic of
the past, and yet it exists in our law. The
employer is called the master.

Mr. Davy: Do you not like that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
word should not be-left in.

The Premier: For the reason that in
these days he is not the master.

Mr. Davy:; The word “owner” will have
the same eonnotation in due course, and you
will have to change that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
word has a nasty ring about it.

The-
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Mr. Davy: It is like the change from
Eurasian to Anglo-Indian, The latter term
is just as offensive now as the word
Eurasian used to be.

The JMINISTER FOR WORKS: An
Eurasian is a erossbred.

Mr, Davy: So is the .Anglo-Indian.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not
at sll. An Eurasian is half one thing and
balf another.

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not think that
affects the Bill

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
I was in Ceylon I found there was no com-
parison between the two terms. There ig,
therefore, this widening of the definition of
employer, which will also mean the con-
tractor. Ower 90 per eent. of the shearing
in Western Australia is done by a eontracior
and not by the owner. The contractor takes
a number of sheds, and engages men to do
a round, and places an overseer in charge
of each gang. The eontractor may have a
number of gangs. This definition will alse
include the owner, the contractor and the
overseer. Clause 4 requires that in the
accommodation erected after the commence-
ment of the Act, compartments to accom-
modate not more than two persons shall he
provided. The Act provides that a com-
partment shsll accommmodate not more
than four persons. Tt is proposed that these
conditions shall remain operative in respect
of aecommodation’ already provided, and
that the new condition shall apply only te
accommodation to be erected in the futnre.
The proposed conditions operate in Queens-
land under the Workers’ Aceommodation
Act, 1915. T was hesitating whether to in-
clude in the Bill a provision that the exist-
in? acegrunodation shauld he brought up to
this standard within a given period, sav a
year or fwo.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Did we not by
law fix the accommodation at four?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
has been inoperative. It was passed in 1912.
Fvery succeeding Minister has been asked
by the department to alter the Act, on the
ground that it eould not be enforced.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We said cer-
tain buildings must be put up.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I sup-
pose it will come to four eventnally, but this
Bill is asking for two. Provision is made
for not less than 480 cubic feet of air space
to be allowed for each person in each sleep-
ing compartment in the buildings that are
to he erected in future. This provision is

. 1407
sitnilar to one exisiing in Queensland. Owr
Act provides for 360 cubic feet per person.
The provision for 480 cubic feet will mean
that for every two persons a room will be
required approximately measuring 10 ft. by
10. I do not think we are asking too much
when we say that two men shall have that
amount of room. Some men go into tents
8ft. by 10ft., accommodation that is ocea-
sionally used by two men, but it is altogether
too small On any of our copstruetional
wark we have tents for two men 10ft. by
12. 'We are not asking too munch in this
case, althongh we are increasing the area.
Tiis is bringing the matter into line with
the standards set in the other States. We
are prohibiting the storage of food in raoms
used for sleeping accommodsation, and, un-
less permitted by the regulations, ir any
particalar class of cases, it will be reguired
that the kitchen shall be separate and apart
from the sleeping room. The Act prohibits
the cooking or serving of meals in the sleep-
ing accommodation, but does not prohibit
the storage of food in the sleeping accom-
modation. This Bill will make that illegal.
Similar provisions are found in the New
Sonth Wales and Queensland Acts.

Mr. Mann: It counld mot hurt to have
tinned stufl stacked in a room.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: It is
hetter that all food should be kept right
away from the sleeping accommodation.
The Bill vequires the provision of sufficient
light, including artificial ilumination, and
sufficient ventilation in each sleeping or
dining room and kitchen, and also requires
the cleansing, fumigation or disinfection of
the rooms at least once a year. The Act
provides for the lighting and ventilation of
the sleeping and dining rooms, but exelndes
the kitchen. It dees not provide for, any
annnal cleaning or disinfecting. Tbere is
no provisien in the existing law for artificial
illumination. This elause merely brings the
condibions into line with those existing in
the otber States. Althoneh onr existing law
requires the sleeping and dining rooms to
he suitably floored, no provision is made
for the flooring of the kitchen. 1 do not
know why the kilchen was left out.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The kitehens
are usually floored with flags.

The ATINISTER FOR WORKS: That
would be termed flooring.

Mr. Thomson: Cannot some provision be
made for Brussels carpets?

Hon. G. Taylor: They would want
linoleum first.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
Bill also provides for the supply of fiy-
proof safes in the dining-room and the
kitchen, and for proper drainage, and for
temporary accommodation where buildings
erected for that purpose bave been rendered
vnfit for habitation by reason of fire, the
outhreak of disecase, or any similar cause,
or where the premises have been newly es-
tahlished, and there has not been sufMecient
fime in whiek to ereet new buildings. These
provisions are similar to those existing in
the other States, but have not been inserted
in our own Aect. It is proposed that the
inspector shall have the right to inspect
premises at any time during the year, and
that his authority shall not be confined
merely to the time when shearing is in pro-
gress. It wounld be impossible for the in-
spector to cover the whole State during that
limited period.  The Aet provides that
three days’ notice shall be given when
it is proposed to start shearing.  This
peried was found to be useless, because of
the biz distances to be covered in Western
Australia. It iz proposed to extend this
notice to one week. Another provision
empowers the inspeetor to serve on the
owner a notice to enforce the requirements
of the Aect at any shearing shed, althongh
the shearers may not be actually employed
at the time of inspection. Tt permits of a
penalty not exceeding £25 to be imposed
for non-compliance with the order of an
inspector, or for other specified offences.
Seetion 13 of the Aet is repealed by a clanse
that empowers a police or resident magis-
trate, in cases where an owner refuses or
neglects fo comply with an order, or any
part of an order of an inspector, to direet
the inspector to carry out the work at the
expense of the owner. That provision js
contained in the Queensland Act. After a
case has been bronght before the magi-
strate of an owner who has not complied
with such an order. the maeistrate ean
direct the inspestor to carry out the altera-
tions, and the owner will be charged with
the cost, and the expenditure shall he =
charge upon the property. The penalties
have been inereased from £5 to £50, which
is the maximum. It is also provided that
procecdines for offences shall be heard by
a police or resident magistrate. Tt is not
considered desirable that jostices should
hear these cases, because they are fre-
quently either station nwners or managers,
or the friends of station owners or
managers. It is not reasonable they should
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be asked to deal with cases of this kind.
It is set out that the cases shall be heard
by a magistrate.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: Al justices of
the peace are not squatters.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In the
North nearly all the justices are squatters.
Any taint of suspicion should be altogether
removed. The House should readily econcur
in the view that this amending Bill is long
overdue. The files of the depariment show
that sitee 1913, the year after the existing
Act came into operaiion, every Minister
who has had control of this legislation has
had his atiention direcied to the necessity
for an amendment. The officers in charge
have pointed out that the Act cannot be
enforced without involving enormous cost
and a great deal of the time of the inspec-
tors. In consequence the law has remained
a dead letter, and has not been enforceable.
The pelice have oceasionally made inspec-
tions, but at no time has an inspector, with
a knowledge of the conditions which apply
in the way of hygienic and sanitary pro-
visious to every industry, ever been sent to
these places. There is nothing suggested in
the Bill that does not exist elsewhere. It
eannot be held that we are penalising the
new settler or the small farmer becauss,
up to a holding of 1,000 sheep, such person
is exempt. I have mel many pastoralists
who were most anxious that I should see
the accommodation they afforded.  They
showed me round willingly, and at & num-
ber of places everythipg was in first-class
order. I saw one or two places, however,
where there was room for improvement.

Hon. G. Taylor: But which would have
been first elass accommodation in my day.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wonder-
ful strides have been made in the last 25
vears. That which browght abont the first
Shearers’ Accommodabion Act in Australia
was the fact that the pastoralists wsed to
argue that, because shearers were engaged
for only a week or two, pastoralists eould
not be ealled upon to make special provi-
sion, or to inenr any expense in providing
aceommodation for them. That day has
long since gone. It is now recognised that
the shearer is part of the show. He is the
man that counts. While he is on the job
he works hard. Never in my life have T
seen men workinz so hard as the shearers
in the North.

Hon. . Tavler: Tt is piece work.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: Not in
the case of everyone in the shed. Al hands
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have to keep pace with the shearer. While
he is at work he does work. He certainiv
stops work oceasionally, has his smoke-oh
and morning tea and other spells, but while
he is on the job he works harder than any
man T know of. That is recoznised hy
pastoralists in genmeral.

Me. Anwels: Tt is a pity the men on the
roads do not work so hard.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They
have a more constant job than the shearers.
who have long spells hetween their johs.
Thex could not keep up this pace all the
year tound, or even for eight hours on end.
T defy the best of them to work at that
pace for eight hours.

Mr. Aprelo: I should get lnmbagn.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the hon. member would zet to the nnder-
taker,

Hon, G, Tayxlor: T am afraid he wonld
get the saek.

Mr. Lambert: A hitle of it would do him
much good.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS : These
men are entitled to this accommeodation.
They are ealled upon to do most strenuous
and important work.. This industry has
meant a lot to Western Aastralia, and wil
mean more to it as the vears go by. When
these men have to toi! so hard, travel so
many miles, and work under such trving
elimatic econditions, we shonld see that
decent accommodation is given to them.
We are not going to any extremes: indeed,
¥ am rather surprised at mv own modera-
tien in the framing of the Bill. T am
anxious that the accommodation for
shearers should be put on something like
a decent footing, and that there should he
secnred for them a recognised standard of
accommodation. T move—

That the Bil} be now read a second time.

On motion hy Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1926-27.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resnmed from the 7th Oectober on
the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and on
the Annunal Estimates; Mr. Luoter in the
Chair.

Vote—Legislative Council, £1,555
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MR. THOMSON (Katanning) {547]: I
noticed by the Press recently that the Pre-
mier hod attained his political majority. 1
wish to congratulate him on baving reached
the years of diseretion so far as polities are
concerned.

Mr. Mann: He has been speaking very
nicely about you, too, lately.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The Premier is in a
very fortunate and unigue position, He
has introduced his third Budget and had the
pleasure of forecasting a fairly substantial
sarplus. [ do not propose to delve very ex-
tensively info figures. That has been done
by the Premier and by the Leader of the
Opposition. We were very fortunate in the
last financial year from the revenue point
of view, iu having an increase of £426,720
over the total for the previous year. This
was made up of land tax £31,963, income
tax £87,702, dividend duty £28,428, and
stamp duaty, probate daty, timber fees, de-
partmental revenue and revenue from other
sources, making up the total that I quoted.
There was a decrease in revenue under two
headings, namely, Tailways £16,868 and Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust £15,000, The Pre-
mier stated that the reason why his estimate
had not been realised in respect of those two
departments was becanse the harvest did not
come up to expectations, It is quite a com-
mon praetice in this House fo say that the
Railway Department is showing a loss on
the carriage of wheat. I am sorry the mem-
her for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman) is not in
his place, beeause T would have liked to draw
his attentivn to the statement by the Premier
that he regreited the Fremantle Harbour
Trust revenne fell short of the estimate
by £15,000. The Premier added that that
was due principally to the rednced harvest.
This vear, according to the FEstimates, we
are to have increases in revenue as follows:
—TLand tax £9,170, dividend duty £24,105.
stamp duty £18593 timber £7,019, depart-
mental £91,552, Commonwealth £568,493,
trading concerns £13,254, and publie utilities
£413,573. The receipts from ithe publie
utilities it is expected will be increased by
addifional railway earnings as the resunlt of
the big harvest that is anticipated. When
one analvzes the fizures. the only conclusion
that can be arrived at is that last year’s in-
eresse was stupendons. This year, exclusive
of the Federal grant, it is estimated that the
increase in our revenue will be £577,266.
The Treasurer anticipates that the total re-
venue collected will be £9,791,611 or am
average of £26 5s. per head of the popnla-
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tion. That shows what a wonderfully pros-
perous country Western Ausiralia must be.
1t is undoubtedly s good couniry for people
to eome io if they are willing to work. Qur
net indebtedness has increased, In 1924 it
was £145 per head. At the present time it
is £158, or an increase of £10 per head of
population. Seo long as that money is wisely
expended, and so long as we continue to
develop our lands in the way we are doing,
we have nothing to fear. If we continue to
pursue our policy of labd settlement,
1 fecl convinced that it will be possible
to budget in years to come for a con-
tinuance of surpluses. Thal is certainly
a happy position for the Treasurer to
be in, Neverlheless, when we come to
analyse the position, we ecannot buf arrive at
the conelusion that the good things that are
coming to the State out of the present Bud-
get are due principally to the finaneial as-
sistance being rendered by the Bruce-Page
Government. The reduction of 33-1/3 per
cent. in the income tax has been rendered
possible by the 1'ederal grant. We have had
353,112, and for 1926-27 £212812, or a
total of £565,924, and the Premier proposes
to distribute it as follows:—He intends to
give to the gold mining industry £1635,924,
T am in entire agreement with that. Then
£200,000 is to go towards the income tax
reduction. That gives a total of £365,924,
leaving appoximately £200,000 which the
Premier proposes to take into Comsolidated
Revenue, with a view to the extinetion of the
unfunded deficit, and for the purchase of
Treasury bonds. Personally, T do not ap-
prove of that. The Premier stated that as
the grant was made to cover disabilities suf-
fered by the State, he considered that his
proposed method of distribuiing it was
sound. I trust it will not he expended as
Cabinet will decide and that Parliament will
be allowed to determine the method. I hope
to be able to prove to the House that this
sum of money should be expended in a cer-
tain direction. I propose to deal with the
Federal grant and the reasons that led up to
its being given to the State. We know that
after repeated requests, and continued agi-
tation by the people of Western Australia,
and hy the Federal members, the Federal
Government appointed a Royal Commission
to investizate the disahilities of the State.
The State Government appointed a commit-
tee representing all sections of thonght, to
prepare Western Australia’s ease. T have
made this statement before, but I am going
to repeat it to show how the £200,000 should
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be spent. My, N. Keenan, K.C,, was ap-
potnted chairman of that committee. The
primary produeers were requested to sub-
out the name of a representative to sit on
the committee, and they chose Mr. Teas-

fdale. When the first meetings of the com-
witiee took place this gentleman stated
that  Western  Australia  was suffering

vrievously from the cffects of the tariff.
Mr. Keenan said that was not in accordance
with the request, because all the States of
Australin were subject to the same tariff
and therefore \Western Australia could not
¢laim to be sulfering speeial disabilities irom
the bigh tariff. Mr. Teasdale resigned and
a commiltee were appointed by the Primary
Producers’ Association to prepare evidence
from their point of view. 1 say without fear
of contradiction that the ease presented to
the Commission by the primary producers,
through the then secretary, Mr. Carroll, was
the faetor that influenced the Royal Com-
mission in framing their reecommendation
and was one of the main reasons that led
to our receiving a special grant.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: I do not think
you can say that, seeing that seores of wit-
nesses gave cvidence before the Commission.

Mr. THOMSON: T am entitled to state
my opinion. I consider that the eass pre-
sented in hehalf of the primary prodncers
led to that recommendation, and befare T
have finished I shall prove it.

Hon. (. Taylor: You will find it diffienlt
to do that. .

The Minister for T.ands: Yon might do it
to vour own satisfaction.

The Minister for Justice: Have von ever
heard of a man called Rill Adams?

Mr. THOMSON: The Chairman of the
Commission (Mr. W. G. Higgs) and Mr.
Entwistle concluded that whatever bhenefit
the policy of protection may -have conferred
on the other States of Aunstralia, it had not
benefited Western Australia, that it was im-
possible to give the primary producers of
Western Australia relief hy way of reduced
('ustoms duties withont injuring the second-
ary industries of the Fastern States, and
that the only effective means of removing
the chief disability was to restore to the
State for a period of years the absolute
control of its own Customs and Excise.

The Minister for Lands: You kmow it is
imnoszihle to eet that.

M, THOVEON: The Premier said the
Federal grant was made fo the State meinly
to cover the finaneial digabilities snffered by
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the State. From the FPremier’s viewpoint
that might be correct, but 1 de oot think it
was that consideration which amimated the
Royal Commission when they framed their
report.

The Premier: If protection has operated
detrimentally to primary producers, it has
affected the Stale financially. That is what
[ meant.

Mr. THOMSON : T do not intend to argue
the question from that standpeint. T shall
give reasons why [ eonsider that £200,000
should not be utilised in the manner sng-
gested byt the Premier. I trust that Parlia-
ment will agree to its heing expended in an-
other direction, and 1 hope I shall be able
to eonvinee the Premier fhat in the interests
of the State and of the people who are suf-
fering the greatest disabilities, it should be
expended in another way.

The Premier: You are placing on my
words a4 very restricted meaning. When |
spoke of the financial disabilities of the
State, my remarks covered the disabilities
of the primary producers from protection
us well as every avenue of trade.

Mr. THOMSON : That may be the inten-
tion of the Premier, but the grant iz not
being applied to mitigate those disabilities.
Paragraph 1 of the Royal Commission’s re-
port gtates—

As soon as possible after our appointment,
we agsembled in Melbourne for the purpose of
considering the necessary arrangements for
the conduct of our inquiry. The first matter
which engaged our attention was the scope of
the investigation as defined by our commis-
sion. A literal reading of the terms of in-
quiry might suggest that the only subjeet of
inquiry was the financial effect of Federation
upon the State of Western Australia, as re-
presented by its Exccutive Government. We
realise, however, that such an interpretation,
even if possibly justified by the letter of our
rommisssion, would fail to give effect to ita
spirit and intention, We therefore interpreted
the term ‘‘State’’ to mean not only the or-
ganised and responsible Slale Government,
but also the people of the State, whether con-
cerned as individuals or aa collective bodies,
corporate or otherwige,

Thus the Commission direeted their inquir-
ies not merely to the disabilities suffered by
the State, but to the disabilities snifered by
individuals consequent upon the tariff.

The Minister for Lands: Evervone has to
pav the tariff imposts.

Mr, THOMSOX: I shall show that the
primary producers are paying more than

{52]
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their share.
reads—

Pavagraph 123 of the report

AMr. Carroll submitted a return showing the
approximate cost of equipping a 1,000-zere
mixed farm with & minimum equipment of
machinery, implements and fencing material
in 1901 and the cust of an equivalent equip-
ment to-day, together with a comparison of
the Customs duties imposed on agricultural
machinery, ete, at the two periods named,
showing that the equipment in 1901 would
cost £569 3s. and the cost for the same farm
in 1925 would be £1188 17s. Mr. Carroll
said—'* The Western Australian Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association is of opinion that the
greatest benefit which could accrue would be
the removal of the duties that retard produe-
tion or, alternatively, the re-possession of their
own Customs House.'!

llere is the opinion of one of whom the
Leader of the Opposition used to take great
notice—Mr. J. C. Morrison, journalist, sinee
deceased :—

Our real il i3 the tariff, and [ say this, al-
though T am not a freetrader; I say it because
it operates with peculiar harshness to us under
the Federal system. We get all the disadvan-
tages .ond none of the advantages of the pro-
tective policy. Can a remedy be applied? Yes,
an annual special Federal grant of a sufficient
amount, or the restoration to us, over a period
of years, of control over our Customs and
Exeise, with the right to impose duties upon
products of the other States.

The majority opiunion of the Commission was
as follows:—

Your Commission is of opinion that if the
State of Western Australia had not joined the
Federation that State might ~have imposed
Customs duties partly protective and partly
revenue producing, and derived advantage
therefrom; that having joined the Federation,
whatever benefits the Commonwea’th protec-
tionist policy may have conferred upon: other
States of the Commonwealth, it has not bene-
fited the State of Western Australia; that the
primary producers of the Blate of Weslern
Australia have to pay more for their agricul-
tural machinery, cte., than the primary pro-
ducers of the Eastern States: that the primary
producers of the State of Western Ausiralia
haere not the benefit of home markets like
Sydney with ite 1,008,500 population, or Mel-
bourne with itz 883,700 population, home
markets of such value that three-fourths of
the primary products of New South Wales
and Victoria, other than wheat or twool, are
consumed within those Statecs; that the primary
producers of the State of Western Australia
have to sell thetr products in the markels of
the world: that it is impossible to give the
primary producers of Western Austra’ia relief
by way of reduced Customs duties without in
juring the secondary industries of the Fastern
States, and that the only effective meons of
removing the chief disabi'ity of the Silate is
to restore to the State, for a period of years,
the absolute control of its own Customs and
Ezcise.
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I hope 1 am not wearying members by read-
ing these extraels, but they are pertinent
to my argumeni. Anyone who listened to
the Premier's Budget Speech could not fail
to fecl convinced that its whole fenor was
a rccoguition that land sefilement and pro-
duetion were of paramount importance to
the State. lodeed, he said it was the foun-
dation of the State’'s wealth, It is very
gratifying to us, who claim to represent the
agricultural section, that the Premier should
Teeognise the primary producers as the
weiulth-producing section of the State.

The Minister for Lands: Is not that so
all over the world?

Mr. THOMSON: The Premier told us
that of last year’s loan expenditure exactly
20 per cent. was expended on account of
agrieultural settlement. He also said that a
total of £3,788,973 had been expended on
group settlement. I do nol propose lo dis-
cuss group settlement at his stage; I hope
to be able to deal with it later on. The
industry that has suffered most from the
high protective tariff is mining, On mining
machinery the high protective duties range
up to 45 per cent. which, together with the
duly on explosives and the increase in the
cost of living, has made the position of the
industry almost impossible, unless ore of a
very high grade is mined. I thoroughly en-
dorse the Premier's proposal to earmark
£165,924 of the spectal Lederal grant for
the assistance of gold mining, bul next to
mining, agriculture should receive considera-
tion, because it is a primary industry that
has o accept the world’s market value for
its products.

The Minister for Lands: And the wocld’s
market value is pretty good, too.

Mr. THOMSON: Surely the agricultural
industry, as well as the mining industry, is
entitled to some little measure of relief. 1
am prepared to admit that primary produe-
ers will benefit from the reduetion of the
income tax by 33% per cent. Still, we
cannot close our eyes to the faet that in
1924 the present Government introdueed an
amendment to the land tax that abolished
the exemptions and doubled the tax. In
addition to that, land values have increased
by 300 or 400 per cent. Where people pre-
viousty paid but a few shillings by wav of
land tax, they now have to pay £10 to £15.
Prior to the alteration made by the present
Government, the primary producer was able
to deduct the amount of bis land tax from
his income tax and so he paid only one tax.
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Now the primary producer has to pay not
only income tax, but land tax as well, and he
is in the position of being unable to pass
on the additional charges. 1 should like to
direet attention to the value of the wealth
produced in Western Australia as shown in
the latest “Statistical Abstract.”

Silting suspended from .45 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMBON: 1 was about lo refer
to the wealth produced in Western Austra-
lia. lu 1924, the total was £29,228,583,
Of this, agriculture represents £11,183,-
724, pastoral £6,263,772, and dairying, etc.,
£1,362,914, or a total of £18,810413. This
last-named amounnt, made up purely of prim-
ary produets, represents approximately two-
thirds of the total wealth of the State.
Mining produced £2,581,162, of which gold
produced £2,060,298. The goldmining in-
dustry is receiving relief by way of remis-
sion of taxation on mining, and also par-
{icipates in the 334 per cent. reduction om
income tax. The previous Gdvernment also
gave a reduction in goldfields water rates
of approximately £40,000. With all these
veductions I am entirely in accord as they
aflect the gold mining industry. 1 wish it
to be understood that in advocating that the
£200,000 should be allocated in another diree-
tion, I am not opposed to the suggestion
of relieving the gold mining industry. For-
estry and fishing produced £2,582101, and
manufacturing £5,254,907, or approximately
one-sixth of the total wealth of the State.
I wish now to refer to the value of goods
exported from Western Australia. In 1924
we exported wool to the value of £3,527,865,
though unfortunately there was a drop of
£208,435. Hides and skins represented &
value of £461,303, and wheat £4,186,714, a
drop in the latter figure of £971,306 eom-
‘pared with the previons year. Fresh beef
represented £120,137, fMlowr £1,294,311, and
fresh fruit £232,149, or a total value of
£9,822.459 out of a grant total of exports
to the value of £14,581,657. This represents
a little less than three-fourths of the total
export value for purely agrienltural pro-
ducts. 1 am quoting these fignres to show
that the primary producers are not in a
position to pass on the varions charges and
tolls levied npon them by means of the high
tariff, railway freighis and fares, ete., be--
cause they bave to take the values in the
world’s market. Aceording to the report of
two members of the Disabilities Commission,
there is no doubt the primary producers are
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suffering disabilities by virtue of the high
tariff imposed upon them by the Federal
Government. 1, therefore, contend that the
£200,000 which the Premier proposes to use
for reduction of the deficit should be placed
in a suspense account. .\s the grants now
received are to be paid for a period of five
years, we are sure that during that period
we shall reeeive over £200,000 pnnually,
exclusive of what may come to us if an
agreement is made befween the State and
the Commonwealth concerning the Noxth-
West. If the North-West is taken over we
shall receive an additional £150,000. We
have received £212,000 this vear, and each
year the amount will be increased by
£10,000. Next year we shall receive
£222,000 and in the following year £232,000,
and so on until the five years have elapsed.
The £200,000 should be placed in a suspense
account. A sum of £40,000 set aside each
vear, and spread over Ehe five years, wonld
make up £200,000 which should be made
available to the primary producers and
oihers who are carrying the burdens im-
posed by the tariff. The Government should
make available this money to reduce
freights on agricultural machinery and on
crude oil that is used for tractors. We are
opening up large areas of land for wheai
growing. In some of these districts there
is no water. I cannot understand why the
Agricultural Bank will not make advances
for tractors. It will make advances for
horses so that a man may work his plant.
In various parts of the State the settlers
eannot carry any stock. They certainly
cannot earry horses, and are therefore com-
pelled to use tractors, Such people should
be eonsidered. In certain districts the bank
should make advances for the purchase of
iractors to enable men to carry on their
farming operations. In eases where there
is 8 draw upon the goldfields water supply
main, the rates levied go up to as high as
£33 on 1,000 acres, although the farmers
cannot nse the amount of water they are
allowed. TUntil these settlers are free, or
in a position to pay their way, they shonld
be exempted from these water rates. If
the Railway Department consider they are
making a loss on the manure rafes, the
period should be extended. It is now
limited to about four months. The period
should be extended, and the farming com-
munity should be able to get the benefit of
the cheaper freights throughout the year.
The Minister for Railways may say that
manures are cartied at a low rate, and some
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members may argue that it is not a paying
proposition. The Premier has referred to
the enormous areas of land that have been

cleared and eropped this year, and i3
hoping that the yield will be 30,000,000

bushels of wheat as a result of the labours
of the larmers. 1 ask members who eom
ment on the low freights on manures where
the State would be if manures were not
available to the farmers? ‘The Treasurer
has prepared a return showing the railway
treights on various classes of goods. It
may surprize members to know that for
every ton of manure that is carried by the
railways they bave a return freight equiva-
lent to eight {imes its weight, represenied
by wheat, chaff, oats and sueh like produets.
This shows that it ts a paying proposition
for the Railway Department to carry man-
ures, and that it also pays the State. T will
read an extract from a leading article that
appeared in the “West Australian’” of 5th
October denling with the -agrieultural show.
Tt is as follows:—

That this will prove to be the case is sug-
gested by the rate at whick agricultural mach-
inery and motor vehicles and accessories have,
in recent months, been pouring into the State.
Sinece August 31 last year, there have been
landed at Western Australian ports, agricul-
tura] implements and machinery to the value
of £673,436, of which imports from the Eastern
States accounted for £567,513, and those from
overseas for £105,923. These importations in-
cluded ne fewer than 1,187 strippers of a de-
clared value of £243331. The figures here
given take no acecount of motor cars and parts,
motor hodies or chassis, the total value of
the importations of which amounted te no
less than £899,609. It ia not possible of courge
to effect such an analysis of these latter im-
portations as to appropriate their respective
sharep to town or country, but when account
is taken of tractors and motor lorries it will
probably he found that honours are about easy
and that it would be no exaggeration to put
the total value of the imports for the year of
agricultural implements, tractors, and motor
lorries, and of motor cars jatended for the
farmers at well over a million sterling. Could
anything, it may be asked, tell more eloquently
the story of the agrieultural progress of the
country which, less than 20 years ago, was im-
porting its own breadstuffs. Surely we have
here one of the romances of British settlement
and the evidence of an achievement which ean-
not fail as a spur to further endeavour. At
the date of Federation the prospect of West-
ern Australia ever becoming one of the great
wheat-producing States of the Commonwealth
seemed far more remote than to-day does the
establishment of the dairying industry within
its borders. Hopefully therefore may we look
for the time when, if the policy of the immedi-
ate past and present administration is per-
sistently pursued, the Royal Show will bear
witness to progress in the South-West—the pre-
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destined centre of great butter, bLacon, and
cheese produetion—similar to that which it
now proclaims as attracting to the wheat belt.
1 have worked out some figures to show
what the position of the farming commu-
nity is. On a harvester the duty is 35 per
cent,, on a dise plough 30 per cent, on a
binder 43 per eent., on a cultivator 30 per
cent., und on a drill 45 per cent, Those are
five implentents used by the farmer, and the
average rtate of duty on them is 37 per cent.

Mr. Griffiths: That is customs duty alone.

Mr. THOMSBOXN: Yes. I have worked
out two sets of figures to show the burden
which the high tariff places upon the farm-
ing eommunity. Assuming thaft the grand
fotal of £673,436 which T have quoted
represents landed cost ineluding duty, and
estimating . the duty at 37 per cent., the
actual value of the machinery is £491,560,
and the balance of £181,876 represents

customs duty, from which the farmer de-

rives no benefit whatever. Again quoting
the ‘‘West Aunstralian’s”’ figures, I find
that £367,513 worth of machinery was im-
ported from the Eastern States and paid
no duty. Taking the same average duty of
37 per cent. as before, the valne of the
machinery imported by Western Australia
from the Eastern States was £414,244 and
the farmers of this State made the manu-
faeturers and workers of Eastern Australia
a present of £133,269.

Mr. Sleeman: Why not support the loeal
article?

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: Are vou an<ious
to stay in the Federation?

AMr. THOMSON : Taking the declared
value of the overseas machinery as £105,923,
there is to be added a duty of 37 per eent.,
inelnding presumably freizht to Western
Aunstralin and port charges here. The duty
imposed amounts to £39,191. Tf no duty
iad been imposed upon all that machinery,
the acrienlturists of Western Anstralia
would have received it for £192,460 less. a
sum nearly equal to the £200,000 which the
Premier has earmarked for redunetion of
the deficit.

The Minister for Lands: The report of
tihe Federal Minister for Customs says 1t
is not so.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 do not care what he
says. One cannot get away from the
fizures which I have quoted from a leading
article in the “West Australian” of the Bth
October. Moreover the “Statistical Ab-
stract” shows that last vear this State im-
ported even a greater quantity of machin-
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ery. The deductions 1 have made from th
figures are correet. I obtained the lates
figares from the Government Statist’s ofliee

The Minister for Lands: But your deduc
ttons from them are wrong.

Mr. THOMSON : They are absolutely cor
rect. The agriculturists of Western Aus
tralia received £491,560 worth of machiner
and paid £192,460 in Customs duty on it.

The Minister for Lands: That is the re
sult according to the prices vou have put o
the machinery.

Mr, THOMSON: No donbt the machiner,
cost the farmers more by the time they re
ceived it. 1 give these figures as my reaso
for arguing that £200,000 should he ear
marked for relief of the primary idustries
and that these industries should receive th
same benefit from the Federal grant as th
mining indusiry is to be given. The minin,
industry  has suffered severcly from th
tariff, and so have the primary industries
T defy anvone to prove that my fizures ar
wrong, The amount of £673,436 which
have quoted represents a declared value o
about £490,000 in machinery, the balance o
nearly £200,000 being represenied by Cus
toms dutyy, from which the farmer derive
no benefit of any kind. Now let me turn t
railway rates and show where reduction
can be made, It is only fair and reasonabl
that the Covernment should make part o
the Federal grant available for lowerin,
railway charges. The freight on a harveste
from Bassendean to Katanning is £6 6s. 2d.
on a 5-furrow plough it is £4 Gs. 7d., on -
15-dise drill £4 6s. 1d., on a tractor £5 11z
8d., on a binder £3 Gs. 7d., and on a dril
eultivator £4 19s. 10d. The Governmen
could reimburse the Raillway Department fo
a 50 per eent. reduction in the freight o
agricultural machinery by alloeating to then
£40,000 out of the Federal grant; and this
after all, would be a mere book entry, in
volving no loss whatever to the State. Thr
wounld be relief on the same lines as the ear
marking of £165,924 for the benefit of th
mining industrv. When the Federal Disa
hilities Royal Commissioners made their re
commendations, they never intended that th
State Treasurer should use part of the relie
to reduce the deficit. The Federal money i
given for the purpose of helping peopl
who are suffering from disahilities impose:
npon them, and not upon the Government o
this State, by the hich tarff. Tneidentall
T mav mention that the only States whicl
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benefit from the tariff are New South Wales
and Vietoria. At the recent annual confer-
ence of the Primary Producers’ Association
i delegate from Borden, which is in my
disirict, quoted the railway rariff as to
oils and crude kerosene for tractors. He
said that a case of power kerosene costing
12s, 3d. at either Fremantle or Bunbury
would cost 17s. 3d. delivered at Borden, the
difference of Hs. per case represenfing rail-
wny treizht. He also stated that the cost
of railway transport of a case of lubrieat-
ing oil from Fremantle to Borden was 7s.
tid. Those two instances illugirate the way
in which part of the Federal grant could he
utilised for the relief of the primary indus-
tries. TIn the early part of my speech 1
showed that the fruit industry had hrought
info Western Aunstralia considerable amounts
of maney by the sale of fresh fruit. Un-
fortunately those who are engaged in the
apple indusiry and send their produet over-
seas have struck a verv had market this
year, and the loss to them has heen serious.
Despite that loss, however, they find them-
selves burdened this year with an increased
rail freight on fruit cases,

Mr. A, Wanshrough: Not in every in-
stance.

Mr. THOMSON : The inerease applies to
the hon. member's district. I dare say he has
received from a part of his distriet the
same protest as has reached the Primary
Producers’ Association.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: 1 have also had a
letter aceepting the reduction offered.

Mr. THOMSON : The hon. member is re-
ferring to the King and Kalgan settlers. 1
consider that the attitnde adopted by the
Conimissioner of Railways towards the King
and Walgan settlers is one which he has no
richt to adopt. It iz an absurd position
relatively to people who by virtue of their
zeographical position, exporting their fruit
and keing adjacent to an excellent port, are
exempt from using the railways.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: The cost te them is
greater by 9s. 7d. per ton.

AMr. THOMSON: Some of them have to
cart their produce 30 miles by road. That is
one of the anomalies of the position. My
suggestion is that there should be reduction
in the freight on agricultural machinery, re-
duction in the freight on shooks used by
fruiterowers. and reduction in the freight on
oils which are essential for the fractors used
by farmers. The Yilgarn district was dis-

1413

cussed at the Primary Producers’ conference.
Liftorts are being made to settle people on the
Ravensthorpe lands. Unfortunately, owing
to the peculiar position in which those
people find themselves, it costs them as much
us 11l%d. per bushel to convey their wheat
to Fremantle betore despatching it overseas.
In that instance the Government should make
concessions and carry the settlers on until
such time as the State has furnished them
with the same facilities as are available to
wheatgrowers in other parts of the State.
It is on these gronnds I contend that the
Premier’s allocation of £200,000 of the Fed-
aral grant for reduction of the deficit is not
a sound business proposition. The average
interest on our loans as a whole is about 41%
per cent., so that the Premier’s proposal
only amounts to saving this State a sum of
£0,000 annually. The hon. gentleman has
on other occasions, though not in introdue-
g his Budget, referred to the Federal
grant as a dole. Jf it is a dole, it
is one given to the State of West-
ern Australia not for the purpose of re-
ducing the deficit but for the purpose of
lichtening the burden on those who
are feeling the' pinch of the high tariff
most—a  deseription which applies parti-
cularly to the primary producers. No one
ran read the Disabilities Royal Commis-
sion’s report without becoming impressed
with the faet that throughout the findings
and the evidence the dominant factor is the
sufferings entailed upon this State by the
Federal tariff. If there are two Western
Australian industries which snffer from the
tariff, they are mining and agrieulture. The
mining industry the Government propose to
relieve to the extent of some £165,924 an-
nually; bub agriculture, though bearing the
heaviest part of the burden, is not to be
granted any relief. That industry is prob-
ably providing three-fourths of the wealth
of the State and it means that the burden the
agriculturists are shouldering 1is greater
than that borne by any other section of the
community. I reiterate the statement that
the £200,000 should be placed in a suspense
aceount until such time as the Fed-
eral grant ceases, and should be used each
year for the purpose of redueing the charges
that have to be borne by the producers, thus
providing some small recompense in recog-
nition of the high duties on machinery and
other plant necessary for the producers. We
should bear in mind fhat the farmers are
creating wealth. The consumption of wheat



1416

in Western Australia does not fix the price
the producers are to receive for their pro-
duce. The price the growers of wheat will
receive for the forthcoming harvest will be
the market price in London, less all charges
that can be levied against the farmer right
up to his very door. I hope the Govern-
ment will give serious attention to the sug-
gestions 1 have made. I trust I will have
the pleasure of being present when this
matter is being diseussed and, irrespective of
whether 1 shall be successful or not, I will
give the House an opportunity to decide
whether the £200,000 shall be devoted to the
redunciion of the deficit or to the relief of
the burden under which so many people are
labouring, particularly those engaged in
primary production,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 1 think the
members of the Country Party in the
Federal Parliament supported the high
tariff.

Mr. THOMSON: That cannot be said of
the members from Western Australia.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is so.

Mr. THOMSON: We, as a State, are re-
sponsible only for those we send to the
Federal Parliament. )

Hon. Sir James Mitchell; Of eourse, we
cannot eontrol members from other States.

Tht Minister for Lands: There was only
one of our Federal members who said any-
thing against the Government, and he was
Gregory.

Mr, THOMSON:
Green said much.

The Minister for Lands: He did not pro-
fess opposition; the other members did.

Mr, THOMSON: It is useless for mem-
bers un the Government side of the House to
raise a discussion on the Federal tariff, be-
cause the Labour policy is not protectionist
at all; it is absolute prohibitionist.

The Minister for Lands: Is it?

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member knows
that they would not allow anything to come
in

I do not know that

The Minister for Lands: That is all
bunkum.

Mr. THOMSON : I believe there was one
instance when the mining industry was be-
ing constdered. The member for Kalgoorlie,
Mr. Green, who is & Labour member, voted
against the imposition of an inecrease of 45
per cent. in the tariff on mining machinery.

Mr. Richardson: That was policy!

Mr, THOMSON: If hon. members look
into the matter, they will see that on every
oceasion members of the Labour party re.
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presenting this and other States, bave been
if anything, worse than Pratten.

The Minister for Lands: Who introduce
the tariff?

Mr, Panton:
ment anyhow?

Mr, THOMSON: I am not argwing frou
that standpeint. I know who introduced th
tariff, and I also know who supported il
Every Labour member in the Federal Par
liament supported the high tariff.

The Minister for Lands: And the Leade
of the Country Party in the Federal Parlia
ment supported it,

Mr. THOMSON: The Leader of Ithi
Country Party in this House does not, an
we are responsible only for the men we senq
to represent us from this State. On every oc
casion the member for Swan, Mr. Gregory
and the member for Forrest, Mr. Prowse
voted for reduetions in the tariff.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not on ever
occasion. Mr, Prowse vofed in favour o
an increased duty on whisky.

Mr. THOMSON: [ will admit that, buw
that is his

Mr. Withers: Personal bias.

Mr. THOMSON: It may have been; |
have nothing to do with that. The Gow
ernment might have given some considera
tion to the phases I have mentioned. I an
glad that provision bas been made for as
sisting the mining industry but I alse eon
sider that assistance should have been giver
to other primary industries as well. The
facts and figures I have quoted to-nighi
have emphasised the burden that the pro
ducers have to bear because of the inereasec
prices of machinery and plant generally. |
have demonstrated clearly that, according
to a statement appearing in a leading article
in the “West Australian,” ont of £673,43¢
worth of imported machinery, £200,000 re.
presented purely Customs tarif payments
so that we made a present of approximately
that amount to the machinery trade in the
Eastern States. I maintain, therefore, thai
the intention of the Federal Parliament—
I am convinced on the point—and also of
the Royal Commissioners who inguired intc
the disabilities suffered by the State, wa:
that money granted to us should be used for
the benefit of the people of Western Aus
tralia. The position of the primary pro-
ducers is that they cannot pass on the high
cost of the machinery that they have ta
purchase from merchants who have to pay
the income tax and will benefit aecordingly

And who are the Govern
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from the rebates suggested by the Premier.
Yet those merchants are able to pass on
whatever burdens they have to shoulder
to the general public, and in the end the
people have to pay, ‘The mining industry
and the farming industry are not able to
do that; they have to aceept world’s parity
and therefors are entitled to consideration
in vespect of the £200,000. 1 do noi{ pro-
pose to go through the various departments,
hut there are one or two that I desire to
touch upon. The Premier stated that it
was the Government’s policy to make the
metropolitan water supply pay its way. ir
the course of his speech he said:—

The metropolitan water supply revenue, it

is expected, will show an increage of £40,271,
mainty due to incrcnsed water rates and a
part due to greater consumption. Last year’s
operation showed a2 loss of £22,625. The pen-
sral taxpayer carried this, whieh I counsider {o
be quite unfair.
On the other hand, the general taxpayer
does not have to carry the responsibility re-
garding the bigh tariffi on machinery; that
has to be borne directly by the farmers. As
a party, it is part and parcel of our plat-
form that utilities such as water supplies,
ramways and so forth shall be placed in
the hands of a trust and administered by
such 2 body. The Premier told us in his
statement that there was a loss of £22,625
last year in respect of the metropolitan
water supply and he anticipated that there
would be a profit of £40,000 this year by
reason of the increase in the rates. That is
1 simple way to square the ledger. The
Premier merely extracts more mmoney from
he public, and fixes up the ledger by in-
weasing the rates.

Mr. Sampson: They bave no competition.

Mr. THOMSON: But the point is that
;he people of the metropolitan area, who
wave to pay, had no say regarding the eon-
itruction, management or administration of
he Water Supply Department. The Leader
f the Opposition said that we were
1ot getting value for the money spent
n conneciion with the work at Church-
nan’s Brook. That was the charge
he Leader of the Opposition laid against
he Government. If that is the posi-
ion and the works are costing more than
hey should, we now know the easy way in
vhich the position may be squared. All that
3 necessary 15 for the rate to be increased
nd the added cost passed on to the public.
{et those who have to pay have no say in
he matter at all! T am as keenly convinced
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as ever tbat the proper method of handling
these utilifies is to give the people of the
metropolitan area control of their own pub-
lic works. I hope to see established in West-
ern Australia some day a metropolitan
board of works, such as’exists in Vietoria
and other States, so that that board will take
charge of various metropolitan enterprises.
They will then be under the direct control
of representatives of the ratepayers them-
selves. Let me give an illustration regard-
ing administration matfers to-day. The
policy of the Government is to do all work
by day labour. It is also their policy that
no onc shall get a job ubless he carries a
union ticket. The railway from XNorseman
to Salmon Gums is being constructed de-
partmentally. The engineer in charge of
the work said that he considered the men
should lay three-quarters of a mile of rails
per day. I do not know whether it is a
fair eomparison, but when the Trans-Aus-
tralian railway was being constructed an
average of a wile of rails per day was laid.
When a railway was constructed by the de-
partment during the time a former Labour
Government under Mr. Scaddan were im
power, a mile of rails per day was also laid.
In this instance, however, the engineer in
charge said that three-quarters of a mile of
rails should be laid per day. Mr. Costello,
the A.W.U, organiser, went along and said
that only half a mile of rails would be laid
a day. The most remarkable feature of the
whole thing is that half a mile of rails ia
being laid in conneetion with that railway
to-day! The engineer in eharge of that rail-
way is the Government representative, and
if he contends that three-quarters of a mile
should be laid daily and only half a mile is
heing laid, then the State is not getting valae
for the money spent from loan funds. I
do not know whether my information is cor-
rect, but I believe thal men engaged on the
Norzeman-Salmon Gums railway construe-
tion to-day are able to knock off work about
2.30 p.m., having laid their daily half mile
before that time.

Mr. George: That is the general rule in
railway construefion.

Mr. THOMSON: T do not know that it
is.

Mr. George: It all depends upon the num-
ber of men in the gang.

Mr. THOMSON: My point is that the
engineer in charge, who ought to know, said
that three-quarters of a mile should be laid
per day.



1418

Mr. George: But it all depends upon the
number of men in the gang.

Mr. Teesdale: But the engivecr in charge
ought to know what the men should do.

Mr. THOMSON: And I have indicated
what the engineer said.

Mr. George: That is so.

Mr. THOMSON: But Costello says half
a mile, and haif a mile it is! If that is the
way the affairs of the State are being
carried ont to-day, I do not know where we
will land ourselves.

The Premier: I have a most effective re-
ply to the statement and X shall take ad-
vantage of replying other than by way of
interjection. The hon. member %nows no-
thing abont the facts.

Mr. Panton: He never does.

Mr. THOMSON: T have based iny state-
ment upon what appeared in the Press. T
do not know any more than that.

The Premier: You do not know anything
about platelaying. It all depends upon the
u mher of men in a gang. You are sog-
gesting that the same nuinber of men in the
wang would lay the half-mile as would lay
the mile.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The engineer said they
shonld lay three-quarters of a mile per day.

The Premier: It all depends upon the
number in the gang.

Mr. George: The engineer would see to
it, and——

Mr. THOMSON : Probably Costello would
not permit it. I can judge only from what
has appeared in the Press. If these works
are costing more than they should cost, it is
unsound economically, and even against the
interests of the workers themselves; for it
would be far better that those men should
lay threc-quarters of a mile and get that
railway finished so that we could go on
opening up and developing another portion
of the State.

The Premier: A strike oceurred there, and
the matter is being settled by the Arbitration
Court, What more do you want?

Mr, THOMSON: By the time it is dealt
with by the court, probably the platelaying
will be finished.

The Premier: That is not our fault. We
are settling it by the eonstitutional method.

Mr. THOMSON: If the engineer-in-
charge requires a certain result, that result
ought to be fortheoming.

The Premier: When an engineer thinks
one thing and the men think another and a
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dispute is ereated, who is to settle it, the
engineer?

Mr. THOMSON: I understand the mer
were inclined to go back, but that Mr. Cos.
tello said they were not to go hack.

The Premier: Of 'course they wounld nof
go back. A dispute was created, and re
ferred to the proper tribunal,

Mr. THOMSON: Well, 1 am giving the
facts as they appeared in the Press.

The Premicr: They are not the facts ai
all.

Mr. THOMSON: If the same thing ap.
plied to the comstruetion of our metropoli-
tan waterworks, the ratepayers in the met.
ropolitan area probably are being loaded up
considerably more than they ought to be.

The Premier: On the other bhand, they
may be getting cheaper work by avoiding a
contractor’s profits.

My, THOMSON: 1t does not work out
in practice, Of course it i3 only right that
people should pay for what they are receiv-
ing, but T have my doubt about the adminis.
tration. The Railway Department was
ioaded to the extent of £90,000 through the
Government introducing the 44-hour week.
If the Government had left that to the Arbi-
tration Court, the court mirht have conceded
the 44-hour week; Dbut we know it was the
Government that did it, and that had the
Government not interfered probably the
railwavs would have shown a profit instead
of a deficit, I want to touch briefly on the
absolute lack of co-ordination between de-
partments npon which we are spending so
much money, We have the Lands Depart-
ment sending ount surveyors to survey land.
It is then thrown open for settlement, the
Lands Department fixing a price of, say,
10s. per acre upon it. We broadeast all
over the world that men going on the land
ih Western Australia do not need any money
at all, that the State will finance thein. A
settler eomes along and takes up a block of
land at 10s. per aere. He then goes to the
Agrienltural Bank and requests an advance
on that land. But the bank says the land
is not of any valve. The Lands Depart-
ment savs the land is worith 10s. per acre,
but the bank says it is of no wvalue at all.
If the setfler be in a position to finance
himself, and if ultimately he makes a sue-
cess of his farm, the Taxation Department
comes along and says his land is worth £2
or even £3 per acre, notwithstanding that
the Agriculiural Bank has already declared
it is worth nothing.
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The Minister for Lands: The Agricultural
Bapk does not say that of any land in the
State.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The difficulty arises
from the lack of eo-ordination between the
two departments.

The Premier: A Dblessed word, co-ordina-
tion; like Mesopotamia.

My, TIIOMSOX: | should like 1o see the
Agricultural Benk and the Lands Depart-
ment eo-ordinating belter than they do,

The Minister for Lands: Parliament says
the Agricultural Bank trustees must control
the bank.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not going to dis-
cuss that phase of the question. We tell
people in the Old Country that if they come
out here we will give them land at a certain
price, that for the first five years they will
have no rent to pay, and that advances will
be made fo them through the Agricultural
Bank. Unless the Government are prepared
to give due assistance to settlers pioneering
agricultural distriets they should not allow
those men to go out at all.  Just a little
more assistance given to those settlers would
mean all the difference between suecess and
failure. Reeently T travelled many miles
through a district.

The Minister for Lands: Southern Cross.

Mr. THOMSON: T am not saying which
district. The men there were getting only
balf rates. The district is alleged to be in
a dry area, yet in that distriet the Agricul-
tural Department has clearly demonstrated
by experimental plots the proper methods
of farming.

The Minister for Lands: Where are the
experimental plots in Southern Cross?

Mr. THOMSON: I did not say Southern
Cross. The Minister cannot draw me like
that. I am dealing with our land settlement
policy.  The Agricultural Department de-
monstrated what eould be done in that dis-
trict. Yet those men, coming from the OI4
Country, were allowed to go out there with
insufficient finaneial support.

The Minister for Lands: Of course you
are opposed to group settlement.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not.

The Premier: Yet your official organ said
that all the millions spent down there had
been squandered.

Mr. THOMSON: No, it did not.

The Premier: But it did.

Mr. THOMSON: We are not dealing with
group settlement just now, but with land
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settlement through the Agricultural Bank,
The bank gave those settlers just enough to
place them in difficulties.

The Minister for Lands: They were told
that it they wanted to prove the district
they would have to carry some of the risk
Lhemseives.

Mr. THOMSON : 1t is not a fair thing to
expeet men without meney to go out and
prove any district. The bank had no right
to advance any money at all if not satisfied
as to the value of the distriet. It is the lack
of co-ordination Dbetween the departments
that 1 complain of. One set of officers is
encouraging people to go on the land, while
another set is declaring that the land is no
good, that the settlers ecannot succeed there,
and that if they go out there they will be
given only so much financial assistance.
There is the lack of ec-ordination between
the departments.

The Minister for Lands: The officers ean
only advise them of the uncertainty.

Mr. THOMSON: If you are not going to
give those settlers the assistance to which
they are entitled, you should not allow them
to go out there.

The Minister for Lands: They said they
had money with which to carry on.

Mr. THOMSON: The average man with-
out farming experience does not know the
expense he will have to face if he goes on
the land. Either more assistance should be
given to the settlers or they ought not to
te allowed to go out at all.

The Minister for Lands: They went there
before I had anything to do with it, and
thevy went of their own will and aceord.

Mr. THOMSON: T am not saying that
the Minister or his department misled them.

The Minister for Lands: Men were turned
down when they had no money.

Mr. THOMSON : Still I maintain

The Minister for Lands: You ean talk till
you are black in the face. So long as Par-
liament savs that Ministers shall not con-
trol the bank, it will be so.

Mr. THOMSON: I could only wish that
the Government were equally sincere in deal-
ing with other departments. They took a
totally different attitude when dealing with
the railway unions. We have a Commis-
sioner of Railways who is supposed to be in
supreme contral of the department, but the
Government went behind him and gave the
men a 44-hour week and an increase of

wages.
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The Premier: They did not increase the
wages, The inereasc was granted in aceord-
ance with the practice.

Mr. THOMSON: Bot the Government
went behind the Commissiouer.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Why gave him the
power? We have an Arbitration Court.

Mr. THOMSON: We pay the Commis-
sioner of Railways £2,000 a year to adminis-
ter the department.

The Minister for Lands: You make it a
practiee to go amongst the farmers and tell
thefn that sort of thing.

AMr. THOMSBO0N : The Minister has no right
to say that. The Minister, sheltering himself
behind the Agricultural Bank, says he will
not interfere. The Aet stipulates that the
management of the Agricultural Bank shall
rest enfirely in the hands of the trustees, and
the Minister will not interfere. Why did the
Government interfere in the Railway De-
partment? Because it jolly well snited them.

Mr. Panton: Because Parliament decreed
that the Arbitration Court should fix the
conditions.

Mr. THOMSON: There is a lack of eo-
ordination between the Agricultural Bank
and the Lands Department that I hope the
Government will endeavomr to remedy. I
should like to know why the Premier, when
in the Old Country, authorised the sale of
the Agent General’s house.

The Premier: That was explained last
year.

Mr. THOMSON: Tt was not, or T do not
remember it.

The Premier: Tt was, whether you remem-
ber it or not.

Mr. THOMSON: T do not think it was.

The Premier: Verv well. T am not telling
the truth.

Mr. THOMSON: T do not say that.
The Premier: I say it was explained;
what else do you mean?

Mr. THOMSON: I have read “Hansard”
and failed to find the explanation. I admit
the sale was mentioned, hat T should like to
know the reason. The Estimates show a
houvse allowance of £510 for the Agent Gen-
ernl, and T think a big mistake was made in
selling the house. Whoever gnes to London
as Aeent General @oes as the ambassador of
the State., We had a house of excellent
velne for him. a fact that econtributed
greatlv to the dignity of the Stafe.
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The Premier: Could not the Agent Gen-
eral carry out his ambassadorial duties in
another hounse?

Mr. THOMSOX : T hope the Premier will
give us more information than is available
to us at present. It was not in the interests
of the State that that honse shounld be sold,

The t'remier: T thouvrht otherwise, and T
sold f.

Mr. THOMSON: Apparently because the
Premier thought it right. that is to be the
end of the matter.

The Premier: Wall, it was right.

Mr. THOMSON: As the member for an
electorate having more constiinenis than has
the Premier’s distriet

The Premier: But they are very much
less intelligent.

Mr, THOMSON : T claim to have the right
to question such a sale.

The Premicr: Of eourse you ean query 1t,
and vou may continue to do so for ever.

Mr. THOMSON: Savoy House in the
Strand is regarded as the shop window of
Western Anstralia.  Yet on the Estimates
we find a paltry £50 for the purpose of
sending home exhibits of what Western Aus-
tralia ecan produce. That is the way we ad-
verfise our State in the Old Country.

The Premier: But you were Home tweo
Vears ago.

Mr. THOMSON: And while there I did
my part: I assisted to bring out some usefu!
citizens, and at no expense to the State. I
went Home at my own expense.

Mr. Panton: We had better send you back
again.

Mr. THOMSON : These gibes are uncalled
for. T am speaking of the requirerents of
the State, and the Premier takes exception
because the matter is bronght under his
notice.

The Premier: There is as much money on
the Estimates for exhihits this year as there
has been in other years.

Mr., THOMSON : Does that mean that it
is sufficient? A greater sum shonld be pro-
vided. Ever since T have been in the House
I have voized that opinion. As one who has
been to the Old Country, T consider there
is totally inadequate publicity for Woest-
ern Australia. The proper use is not being
made of Savoy House. Tf the position is as
indicated, that wmen of means calling at
Australia House, where we are supposed to
have a representative, are being sent to the
other States. while men withont means are
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being sent to Western Austiralia, it is the
duty of the Government to see that greater
publicity is given to our State so thaf we
might get men of capital as well as men
without capital. The Premier has acensed
me of making n misstalement regarding the
desire of McKay's harvester firm to estab-
lish a factory in this State. The Premier
said | knew nothinz about it becanse the
firm had esiablished assembling works here.
The Premier endeavonred to eamouflage the
position. I was dealing with the firm’s de-
sire to establish a manufactory, not assem-
bling works.
The Premier: Well, they are works.

Mr. THOMSOXN : The Premier knew that
I was referring to the firm’s desire to estab-
lish works for the manufacture of imple-
ments. I made it quite elear; yet the Pre-
mier said T was wrong and did not know
what T was talking about. Since thenm Mr.
MeRay has published a reply which shows
ronclusively that the statement T made was
orrect,

The Premier: And my statement was cor-
rect.

Mr, THOMSON: But the Premier’s chief
lesire was to cover up the real position.
The step to reduce income taxation by 3314
per cent.,, rendered possible by the receipt
»f the Federal grant, may assist in the es-
;ablishment of additional factories in this
3tate. Tf firms show a desire to establish
Pactories here, it is np to the Lahour move-
ment to do their part and give manufaec-
surers the same opportunities as are ovail-
ible to them in the Fastern States. If the
auestion were left to the men 1 think they
would be guite willing to accept work under
sonditions similar to those worked by men in
McRKay's works at Sunshine, and probably
ther would be able to make a good deal
more money than is pessible under the ¢on-
litions existing here at present. There are
several other matters on which I hope to
speak when the departmental votes are being
onsidered.  Let me repeat my contention
that £200,000 of the Federal grant shonld he
levoted to the relief of those people who
are bearing the grentest portion of the bur-
len imposed Ly the high protective tariff.

Hou. W. T). Johnson: How wonld von do
it—mive it back to the Federal Government
0 that they could reduce the tariff?

Mr. THOMSOXN : Tf the hon. memher had
heen in his place, he would have beard my
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views. [ commend them to his earnest con-
gideration when “Hansard” is printed.

[V r. Panton toek the Chair.]

HoN, G TAYLOR ()Mi, Margaret)
{841]: The Premier’s Budget speech was
a fine clear stalement so far as it went, but
he has left to each Minister the duty of
dealing with the details of his department.
Consequently not until we hear what the
varions AMinisters have to say shall we
know what their intentions are. The
'remter really confined his remarks tu
telline us what had been done, without
indicating too much of what the Govern-
ment propose to do in future.

T'he Premier: I did, so far as the finances
were concerned.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : But not so far as any-
thing clse was concerned. T take it that
the time {o discuss the poliey of the Gov-
ernment will be when the Loan Estimates
are under consideration. The Premier in-
dicated that the State had received from
the TFederal Government 2 considerable
sum of money which is being taken into
revenue during the eurrent year and will
be of rreat assistance fo the finanees. The
total mmount of the grants for last year
and this yenr is £565924 and we have
heard how the Premier intends to allocate
that sum. Although he told us that a cer-
tain amonnt would be devoted to assist the
mining industry, he did not give any par-
tieulars of the form that the assistance
would take.

The Premier: That was not the time to
enter into details.

Hon, (3. TAYTOR: T am not finding fault
with that, hut I fear it will mean a pro-
longation of the debate nn the Estimates.
Had we had the details of the various de-
partments, memhers would have been able
to eurtail their remarks considerably by
dealing with the whole of the departmments
during the general debate on the Esfi-
mates. I am more concerned about the
Mines and Lands Departments than any
others. My district is developing info a
pastoral area. but there is very little mining
zoing on in the remainder. T hepe that
something may he done to assist it. 1 am
sure the Premier will he anxious to do
anvthing he can in that respect. The
sandalwaod industry also plays a prominent
part in the life of the district. We have
heard a gond deal about the prosperity of
the State, and the buovaney of the finances.
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Without being in any way eulogistic, we
must admit that this is the outtome of the
land poliey instituted by the Leader of the
Opposition. )

Hon. W. I. Johnson: Good Lord!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That poliey has been
endorsed by the Government which fol-
lowed his.

Hon. W, . Jolinson: You know that is
not correct. What did Hopkins do?

Hon, G. TAYLOR : Ile got a pair of
riding hoots and pants, and had to procure
a special horse to carry himn beeause of his
1G-stone weight. He rode through QOshorne
I'ark and out to Wanneroo. 1 believe he
also went to the Beverley district. Had he
gone up to {ingin he would have passed
through most of the agricultural areas that
cxisted in Western Australia 21 vears ago.

Hon. W. T}. Johnson : Who established
Nangeenan ¥

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Who increased the
wheat yield from a few bushels to the 30
million bushels we are anticipating for the
coming season?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: J. M. Hopkins'
poliey.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The poliey of the
Leader of the Opposition is responsible for
the prosperity of Western Ausiralia.

Hon. W. 1. Johnson : Nothing of the
sort.

Hon. G. TAYTLOR: T defy contradiction
of my statement.

The Premicr: The prospectors will be
looking at vou,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: I know it to he true.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: It is not true. Nao
one knows it better than do you. You took
part in the debates long before the Leader
of the Opposition was in the House.

The CHATRMAN: Order! These inter-
jections must cease.

Hon, . TAYLOR: Tt is time T got in a
word or Lwo,

The CHATRMAN : The hon.
must net reflect upon the Chair,

Hon. (i. TAYLOR: I should be pleased
if the Chair wonld reflect’ upon someone
else. We are reaping the benefit of the
poliev to which I have referred, notwith-
standing the opposition from the cross-
henches, The gold yield is falling. If we
were dependent on gold to-day, as we were,
say. 15 years ago, we should he in a poor
position. Our bhorrowing capacity in the
0ld Country would not be at the rate of
four millions a year. T am sorry to say
that we ecould not finanee this State if it

memhber
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were nob for our wheat, our wool and our
limber. We have to look to these things in
the future. I am pleased to be associated
with one who bad that wide vision to see
what the future of the State would be, and
was able to lift it out of a declining posi-
tion into a prosperous one.

Mr. Withers: Was he not lacky?

The Premier: Be careful nol to disrupt
the pact.

Ion, G. TAYLOR: 1 shall not mind that
as long as I do not disturb the equilibrium
of members opposite. I they would leuve
me to the paet, 1 should not have much
diffienlty in getting throngh my few re-
marks. Of the money borrowed by the
Mitehell Covernment 60 per cent. was spent
in improving our agricultural areas and
settling people on the land. That was n wise
poliey, and it shouid be continued for svme
years. People should Lie placed in a position
where their labour will produce wealth. The
difienl{y nbout spending horrowed money is
in getting the best results, but we have harl
resulls from the expenditure of which T
liave spoken.

Hon. W. T). Johnson: You must have been
reading the leading nrticle.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I will now refer to
the financial position as compared with what
it was in the days of the Mitchell Govern-
ment. My friends on the c¢ross-benches have
referred to” the cost of running State con-
cerns berause of the increased wages. It is
a remarkable fact that during the life of the
Mitchell Government these inereases in
wages amounted to between 50 per eent. and
G0 per cent., whereas they have amounted
to only 24 per cent. under the present Gov-
ernment. | know the answer will be that
the present Covernment had to find the
money for the previous inereases also, but
T would point out that the Mitehel! Govern-
ment had to find the increases that were
paid by the Government before them. Fur-
thermore, tbe previons Government had a
smaller revenue than the State enjoys to-
day, and the population has not increaged
in the same proportion as the revennc has
increased.  The Government services that
are given fo-day, and paid for out of rev-
cnue, cannot have inereased to the extent to
make the difference between the financial
position as it is to-day and what it was
threc vears ago. Had the Miteliell Govern-
ment remained in office for a further three
vears, and improved the finances at the
same rate as they did during their last
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three years of olfice, there wounld have been
a huge surplus to-day.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And God lielp the
State.

Hon, (i, TAYLOR: Bevond doubt, that is
the position.

Hon. W. I}, Johnson: What did the “West
Australian™ say in its leader?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I will tell the hon.
memhber what the “Worker” savs,

Hon. W. D.
“heayr that.

Hon. (i, TAYLOR: [ will now deal with
the subject T was prevented from dealing

Johnson: I would rather

with the other night. According to report.
men are being withdrawn from the mines
suffering from 'T.B. and other diseases.

They are being paid a remuneration which
is ereditable to the Government. These men
should be provided for hy the State. They
have deserved well of the eountry.  They
have worked in the bowels of the earth and
ruined their health. According to the Pre-
mier’s speech in Kalgoorlie early this year,
there is ne doubt in the minds of the Cov.
ernment as to the legality of these monthly
payments. In the view of other people,
however, the payment is illegal. T'hese men
shounld receive the money, and ne doubt, so
long as the present Treasurer remains in
office, they will continue to receive it. If,
however, this Uovernment-went out of office
and another Government viewed the matter
in a different light, they might cease to
make the payments and give the men what
they considered was the ecorreet amount due
to them. That is not a proper position for
Parliament to allow. 1f there be any doubt
on the question, it would be wise for the
Government to establish the fact by Act of
Parliament, so that no other Government
conld interfere with it wilhout the consent
of Parliament. The trouble started early in
January. Tt was the outcome of a meeting
in Kalgoerlie. There was great excitcment
amongst the unfortunate men as the result
of an article that appeared in the “Sun”
T do not know what the attitude of that
newspaper 15, Tor I have not read a copy of
it for vears, but I do know what started the
tronble.  Ministers had to go up to Kal-
zoorlie. T cannot voueh for the acenracy of
this newspaner’s statements. T should he
pleased to know that they are absolutely
vrtrre.  hot  thexy went forth to  the
public and gave the Government much
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cause tor anxiety, The paper speaks of
a sick miner and his family existing
on 8s. a week for 0 weeks, [t asks
it this is a living wage, and if this is the
resnlt of the attitude of the Mines Depart-
ment. These words are set out in big head-
lines. I am anxious fto know that it is im-
possible to believe these statements, and that
they are untrue. That is why 1 am making
these remarks. Had I seen the paper be-
fore 1 should have gone to Kalgoorlie and
examined the position myself, but I was in
haspital at the time. This is an extract from
the article—

There is a case in point, however, which
shows morc clearly than ever the Rip van
Winkle tactics of the Minister for Mines. The
exaet circumstances are that a mine worker
of South Kalgourlic was employed on the
Oroya Links mine at the time of the examina-
tions, The examinations werc on the Tth Sep-
tember last, A few weeks later he went to
work at the Great Boulder mine, and on the
10th November was stricken with plenrisy, and
he quickly fell away to a mere shadow. He
was attended by Dr. Thorne, and later by
Dr. Birmingham, who informed him that he
had dust on the lungs. The man, although he
was examined nearly four months ago, received
no notifieation from the Mines Department as
to his health, and it is quite evident that his
certificate is pigeon-holed with others of the
tubereular eategory, who immediately on the
receipt of the notice of their withdrawal from
the industry would be entitled to sustenance.
In the meantime the department is not worry-
ing over such a small matter as the cost of
living, The Minister apparently does not con-
cern himself over the fact that this sick man
has a wife, and his dependants have had the
huge sum of £4 te exist on and buy the neces-
sary nourishing food with since the 10th No-
vember, which works out at 83. a week.

It is a very scathing artiele, but T do not
think that anyone who knows the Premier
would helieve it to be true. Ti ecaused some
trouble, and members interested in the dis-
trint held a meeting in Boulder on the 24th
January. The Minister for Mines made a
speech. There must have been some differ-
ence nf opinion as to the position with refer-
ence to the two Acts, the one passed in 1923
and the other in 1925, According to the
*“Worker” the Minister made a verv fine
speech, and according to those who were
present. he was well received. He pointed
out eertain thinegs and went on to say

Under the Aet az amended the duty of the
Government to find employment had been made
a continuous ohligation, and unless such em-
ploviment was fonnd, the ruling rate of wnges
must be paid. The Miners’ Phthisis Act, as
originallv framed. provided that no man eould

come under it except he was in work when it
was proelaimed last September.
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Then he sbates that certain things have to
follow—

In New South Wales any payment made
under the Miners’ Accident Relief is not
taken into consideration by the Federal Gov-
ernment, and if a miner there receives from
the Accident Tund £2 or £3 per week, the in-
valid peusion allowed by the Federal Govern-
ment is not reduced on that acecount, We are
going to ask the Federal Government that any
compensation fixed under the Miners' Phthisis
Act should not influence the amount payable
under the Invali@ Peunsions Aect.

That is the Minister’s statement, and a very
wise statement.

They wanted to do this before they could
definitely fix the amount of compensation pay-
able to the man totally incapaeitated by T.B.
He would take their views back to Cabinet,
the members of which would see what amount
they would fix. It was only lately that they
had returns from the lahoratory showing how
many were affected and the number of T.B.
cases that must be provided for. They had
their inspector interviewing thesc men.

The Minister further states—

It was necessary to know what they wanted
before they could be dealt with.

They did not kuow what they wanted. The
Minister went to the fields and found out
what they wanted. .

He had before Cabincet a recommendation to
immediately give the T.B. men notice and take
them out of the mines. That would be de-
cided as soon as Cabinet met, together with
the amount of compensation payable to men
who could not work at any employment.
Naturally, after the appearance of this ar-
ticle members representing the goldfields,
and all members possessing any humani-
tarian feelings, would inquire what had hap-
pened to eanse the puoblication of so seath-
ing an article, one showing so little senti-
ment for the Government supposed to repre-
sent workers.

Mr., Sleeman:
workers, you say?

Hon, G. TAYLOR: [ consider that they
do represent workers, though from this ar-
ticle one would not think they did. Tt is
an article which gives reasoh to suspect that
the Government do not represent the work-
ers, 1f there is any truth in the article,
the suspicion would to that extent be jus-
tified. There should be no necessity for the
appearance of a far-fetched, double-eolumn
article such as this to bring the Grovernment
up to their duty towards the people, espec-
ially as Ministers had Acts of Parliament
to support them, T am merely stating what
happened aceording to the article,

Supposed o represent

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Sleeman: You ave taking a lot of
notice of it.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am taking notice
of the “Worker,” which is the oilicial orgap
of the Governmént, The Minister for Mines
15 reported as saying—

The Bill provided that a man should uot
receive less. He had no hesitation in taking
back to Cabinet the nceepted views of the
union on the matter, but he could not make a

deeision without eonsulting the other members
of Cabinet,

On that date, the 24th January, the Gov-
ermment, acecording to the Minister for-
Minus, who administers this legislation, had
no idea what they were prepared to give the
men. That is aeecording to his own state-
ment, not aceording to mine or to thaf of
anybody else. It is according to his state-
ment published in the *Worker.”

In answer to questions Mr. Troy stated that
the Crown Solicitor had given his opinion that
“*suitable employment’’ meant employment
suitable to the man concerned and carrying
reasonable remuncration. It did not mean
work at rate of wages he was reeciving, but
at reaszonable remuneration,

Mr. Troy went there prepared with a
straighiforward statement {o make to these
men, and I agree with what he says.

The awards in most other industries were
better than those prevailing in the mining in-
dustry.

The Minister also stated—

The men need not be afraid they were going
to be put on the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund.
The Government would fix the seale of relief
at an adeguate rata. In answer to further
questions, Mr. Troy said that men desiring to
get out of the mining industry by going on the
lund, who were not affected by T.B.,, would
have to take equal chance with others by ap-
plving to the Land Board.

This refers to healthy men, not affected by
tuberculosis or miners’ complaint. How-
ever, there was a desire to help people not
able to help themselves beeanse of injury or
sickness.

Compensation payable under the Aet would
be paid by the Mines Department direct, and
not through the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund.
‘When the amount payable to those men who
could no longer follow any occupation was de-
cided upomn, the regulation fixing it at that
amount would be laid on the Table of the
House, and no suobsequent Government could
alter it except by a similar procedure or by
an amendment. If any Government wanted
to alter the Bill, they would alter it in an
amending Bill. He thanked the memhers for
the welcome extended to him.

And su on, Other members spoke. This
was a meeting of the miners’ branch of the
AW, a large, enthusiastic and somewhat
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turbulent meeting which passed the follow-
ing resolution:—

That this union requests the Government to
fix the basis of puymeot for those men taken
out of the mines throngh having rontracted
T.B, and who cannot follow any occupation,
at the ruling rate of wages, and on the death
of sugh beneficiary payments for (ependants
at—widows £2 10s. per weck, mother or father
£2 10s. per weck, dependant brother or sister
£2 10s, per week, and 103, per week for each
child.

It is reported that the notion was carried
unanimously. Al this happened on the
2hh January.  Later the Premier went to
Kalgoorlie, and the same paper reports his
speech there. I do not wish to weary the
House Ly reading the speech. The Premier
knows what he said theve. Mpr, Troy came
to Perth with the scale snbmitted to him.
There was, presumably, the ordinary discus-
sion among Ministers, and therenpon the
Premier said he would go up to Ealgoorlie
the following week-end and make the posi-
tion elear.  The report of the Premier’s
speech carries headlines which show the im-
purtiance of the subjeet—

Premier satisfies workers that the Miners’
Phthisis schedule of compensation is the best
in the world. Speech at Boulder lays bare
mendacions propaganda of Nationalist candi-
dates for Upper House.

The Premier: Striking headlines.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes. even more strik-
ing than those | have already deseribed as
scathing,

The Premicr: The art of journalism is to
get Lhe whole article into the headlines.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 do not think the
paper got the whole article into the head-
lines in {his case, because a large proportion
of what the Premier said, or is reported fo
bhave said, though I do not think the
“Worker” wonld report him as having said
what he did not say—

Tht Premier: Certainly not.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Not unless the paper
thought he was not puiting the thing in a
proper light. Tf the paper thought the Pre-
mier waus (rying to puil the wool over the
eves of the meeting, it would have left the
matter to the Premier,

The Premier: The paper would elucidate
points that I left obscure.

Hon. (. TAYLOR: The reports states—

AMr. Collier, who was accorded an enthusi-
astic reception—

Naturally. The hon. gentleman always zot
an enthusiastie reeeption, cven hefore he was
Premier or reached Ministerial rank.
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The Premier:
well.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: They knew the hon.
gentleman then, and they know him just as
well now. 1 do not wish 1o try to convey
anything different. My desire is to state
what eccurred a= veported by the “Worker.”
We want to know exactly what the position
is. We want to put the maiter beyond any
doubt. The Government are anxious to do
their best for the pecople concerned, and we
on this side of the Chamber also are anxious
to do our best For them. Let us settle the
question by statute, so ihat the men will
know what ithey are to reecive. The tax-
pavers of Western Australin will he only
too pleased to learn that we have settled
this question far beyond the reach. of any
Government going in or coming out, scitled
it s0 that the men and their dependants will
be provided for by statute. The Premier is
reported as having said—

Before they knew me too

They knew, of conrse, that if a man was
taken out he would be paid full wages until
suitable employment was found for him: but
when he reached the stage that he was mo
longer able to work, the question of compen-
sation came in. The Government had decided
hy way of compensation in such cases, to pay
half wages in accordance with the provisiens
of the Workers’ Compensation Act, and to
wife or widow in accordance with the scale of
the Workers’ Compensation Aetd of Broken
Hill.

The Premier knows whether that remark was
made.

The Government had decided to create «

board upon which the A.W.U. miners’ branch
would have representation.
There is nothing wrong with that. The Pre-
mier then proceeds to discuss the difference
between the two Aects. the one known as Mr.
Seaddan’s Aet, and the other which during
its passage last vear caunsed a good deal
of confusion in:this House. Anyone reading
those two Acts would have difficulty in
grasping their effect.

The Premier: The people got confused
between the dusted men and the T.B. men.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, and that is the
trouble. There is confusion among the peo-
ple on the fields, and even in my electorate,
where there are not too many deep mines
and not toe many men suffering from dust.
The Premier said. according to the report—

The Labour Government decided to meet the
position and so amended the Act to make it
an obligation to find work for a man so long
as he was able to do work, or pay him full
wages, and to make provision for his wife and
dependants when he passed away.
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Another thing that the Premier said at the
meeting was—

In the course of the amending of the Act,
it was decided that the amount paid to men
no longer able to work should not be less than

the amount paid under the Mine Workers’ Re-
lief Fund.

I want to draw the Premier’s particular at-
tention to this part, becanse I do not know
whether he was correctly reported. The pub-
lished statement continues:—

That was put in as a basis. The Government
knew that it did not compel them to pay that
amount. Never in their minds for on: moment
was there any such intention. Had they pui
a higher amount into the Bill it was quite pos-
sible that it would not have passed the Legis-
lative Council. Notwithstanding what men say
to-day that Chamber would pass a higher pay-
ment they lied . . . .

I do not know whether that was the Pre-
mier’s actual statement and that he really
told the people that it was never the inten-
tion of the Government to pay in aceor-
dance with the terms of the Mine Workers’
Relief Fund, but that they intended to pay
a higher rale, the reason for omitting a
higher sum from the Bill having been the
fear that it would be thrown out by the
Upper House.

Mr. Sleeman:
stumbling -block.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do nof wish to at-
tack the value of that institution at the pre-
sent stage. The Premier will probably give
us the opportunity later on when we are
dealing with the Bill that is mentioned on
the Notice Paper. Some of the men who, I
know, aiways vote Labour in those parts,
eonstrued the Premier’s statement to mean
that it had a political significance. They
considered that was the object, because men
who had engaged in the controversy at the
mecting were at one time within the
Labour movement, but at that time were
out of it. They were members of the
Upper House and two of them, including the
President, were going up for election in the
following May, and two direet Labour sup-
porters were opposing them. Labour sup-
porters held that view, and considered that
the references to the rates to he paid had not
much bearing on the amount that would be
actually allowed. There was a good deal of
bitterness shown by the different speakers
because they were thinking of what the Pre-
mier and others had said, considering it was
done for politieal purposes to secure the re-
turn of members to the Legislative Counecil.

That Hounse is a great

[ASSEMBLY.]

Some of the miners were greatly confused
by the position, and this shows how easily
people run away on side issues. They con-
sidered that the reference to the Mine Work-
ers' Relief Fund was ineluded in the Bill be-
cause Mr. Kirwan and Mr. Harris and a few
others who had ‘been in the Labour move-
ment, but were then out of it, would vote
against the proposal.

Mr. Sleeman: They evidently knew them.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : That is what was sng-
gested, and it was also said that the Pre-
mier did not want them to lose their seats.

The Premier: Those two or three members
to whom you refer do not constitute the
whole Legislative Council.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is so.

The Premier: 1t would be possible for
them to vote for higher amounts and yet the
proposition be lost in the Legislative Coun-
cil.

Hon. &. TAYLOR: Quite so. I am really
indicating how some of the men construed
the Premier's statemenfs. As a matter of
fact, I am sure, as I told the men, the Legis-
lative Couneil eould be trusted o authorise
greater amounts than are available to-day.
I do ot think the Logislative Counecil would
attempt to reduce any remuneration sug-
gested to these men, partieularly if members
of the Upper House have ever visited the
Wooroloo Sanatorium or the oid tuberculosis
ward of the Subiaco branch of the Perth
Hospital. Anyone who has seen the sufferers
from these diseases would never dream of
cutting down any allowance suggested for
their support. To show how easy it is to
be confused regarding these matters, I would
point out the provisions under what is
known as the Scaddan Act and those of the
measure dealt with last year. The Scaddan
Act, which was the Miners’ Phthisis Act of
1922, that was assented to on the 22nd Feb-
ruary, 1923, was amended by the present
Government last year in order, as the Gov-
ernment desired, to make the conditions in-
finitely better for the men concerned. T re-
cognise that that was the Government’s ob-
jeetive, but I questioned whether they were
quite suecessful.

The Premier: I think so.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : Yes, suceessful so far
as the Government are eoncerned from the
standpoint of administration. Decidedly, the
Government are living up to what they con-
sidered the amending Act of 1925 gave them
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power to do. Section 8 of the 1923 Aet
ineluded the following provisions:—

This section shall apply only within euch
districts, and to such mines, or parts of mines,
as are declared from time to time by the Gov-
ernor by Order in Council published in the
‘‘Gazette, ”

Section 9 goes on to say—

(1) It shall be the duty of the Mine Work-

ers’ Relief Fund, Incorporated, to keep a re-
gister and on application by any person em-
ployed on, in, or about a mine at the com-
mencement of this Act, and whose employ-
ment is probibited under Section 8 of this
Aet, to insert the name of sueh persom in such
register,
Thus the section in the Scaddan Act makes
it obligatory to register and for a register
to be kept of the names. The section pro-
ceeds—

(2) Any person whose employment is pro-

hibited as aforesaid, and whose name is rogis-
tered in the register to be kept by the Mine
‘Workers’ Relief Fund, Incorporated, shall have
the right to reeceive from the Department of
Mines compensation, equal to the ruling rate
of pay in the district in which he was em-
ployed at the time of such prohibition for the
class of work in which he was engaged, until
other suitable employment is found for and
offered to him by the Department of Mines.
I think the Premier will bear me out when
I say that the Government considered that
the use of the word “until” was detrimental
to the workers concerned. It conveyed the
impression that if the Government fonnd
employment for a man once, the Government
were then finished with him.

The Premier: There is no guestion about
that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I believe the Premier
was absolutely correct when he took that
view. It was quite all right when the pro-
vision set out that if the ruling rate of wages
in the distriet where the man had been work-
ing was £3, he should receive £5. and so on,
according to whatever rate might prevail.
But there were so many references fo the
Mine Workers’ Relief Fund that they led
to some confusion! It was deeided to amend
the Act, and how did Parliament do so?
The Miners’ Phthisis Act Amendment Act of
1925 contained the following provision in
Section 2—

Section 9 of the principal Aet is amended
as follows:—(1} In Subsection (2) the word
‘‘yunless’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘until,’’
in the seventh line. (2) Subseetions are in-
gerted as follows:—(4a) If the Prineipal
Medical Officer certifies in writing that a per-
gon whose name is registered is or has become
unable to work at any sumitable employment,
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compensation under Subsection (2) shall cease
to be payable, but such person shall be entitled
to receive from the Department of Mines
compengation not less than as prescribed by the
scale of relief in foree at the commeneement
of this Act under the rules of the Aine Work-
ers’ Relief Fund, Incorporated.
I believe that it was the frequent use of the
references to the Mine Workers' Relief
Fund, Incorporated, that led to confusion
regarding men suffering from tuberculosis,
and what are krown as “dusted” men. I
think that confusion ecaused a lot of the
trouble that followed upon the publication of
the article in the “Sun.”

The Premier: The “Sun” did not under-
stand the position, I do not want to say
that the paper deliberately misrepresented it.

Hon. G. TAYILOR: 1 do not know; I
merely ha\fe the report to go on,

The Premier: The Act of last year makes
it & continuing obligation upon the Govern-
ment to find work so long as the men are able
to work and when they eannot work, to pay
them compensation. That was the defect in
the Scaddan Act,

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The Premier does not
deny the report of his speech in the Kalgoor-
lis “Miner.”

The Premier: No, of course not.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have also a eopy of
the report of the bhoard of control of the
Mine Workers’ Relief Fund, Incorporated,
and the statement of accounts for the year
ended 31st January, 1925. Included in the
report is the scale of relief. It sets out that
the relief to guardians shall he as circum-
stanees may warrant, and the seale of relief
regarding married eouples and widowers is
set out as follows— .

Married couple and widowers—23s. per week,
plus 5s. for each child under 14 (maximum
allowance £2 58.)}. Single men—23s, per week.
The miners of Kalgoorlie kmew that the pro-
vision regarding the maximum allowance of
£2 5s. per week appeared in the Mine
Workers’ Relief Fund secale of relief, and
they thonght they would he treated accord-
ingly and be paid £2 5s. at most. Thus hon,
members will see how so much confusion
arose, I want to know how the Premier has
arrived at the £4 the men are being paid.

The Premier: Tt is not £4. We are pay-
ing the half rates, and then so much for
each child.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is not in accard-
anes with this report.

The Premier: No.
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" Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is where the con-
fusion has arisen. They thought you would
pay on this.

The Premier: We never intended fo pay
on that. The Act says it shall not be less.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not think Par:
liament intended that you should pay as
much as you like. In this instance the Pre-
mier was safe in going above the mark,
because be knew that no diffieulty wonld he
created on this side of the House. But I
want fo see it placed beyond any Govern-
ment interference. T do not think we are
within our conmstitutional rights in spending
that money under the provision of “not less
than,” The Minister for Mines told 'the
people in Kalgoorlie he had it from the
Solicitor General that the Government ‘were
perfectty within their legal rights in paying
as much more as they liked. But if the
Government can pay more than 255, could
they not pay anything up to, say, £50 per
week?

The Premier: The Government, of eourse,
are responsible for their actions.

Hon. &. TAYLOR: But I want Parlia-
ment, not the Government, to be responsihle.
Then no Government could go tiddly-wink-
ing with it for political purposes. Suppose

some future Government said to the men,

“We will pay you £6 per week.”

Mr. Marshall: The men wounldn’t believe
it.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No, perhaps not. T
have tried to elear up the misunderstanding.
I do not think the Government did know
how much they were paying at all. The
Minister for Mines gave the show away. He
said, “We did not knew what you wanted
until I came up. Now that I know what
you want, I will take it to Cabinet.” He
took the seale with him, and the Government
gave practically the scale snbmitted.

The Premier: Oh ne, that seale was not
adopted.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: However, I am not
quarrelling with what you are giving, for I
shouid like you to give just as much as the
State ean afford. T am sorry the Minister
for Poliee is not here. There is in a section
of the foree a desire that thev should have
an appeal board under an Act of Parlia-
ment similar to that in New South Wales,
a copy of which T have here. It is allezed
that the police force of New Sonth Wales is
a very fine one and working amicably under
the Act.

[ASSBEMBLY.]

The Premier: Everything in New South
Wales is working amicably.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Oh no! Far from
that. I am told the police force in New
South Wales is something for Australia to
be proud of. The Commissioner of Police
in this State in his lasl report is opposed to
the appeal board, although in his report for
1921 he said this—

"I am of opinion that the time is opportune
for the appeintment of an appeal board on
gifnilar lines to the one established in New
South Walea to deal with appeals regarding
the granting and refusing of promotion to a
mémber of the force; the imposition of any
punishment where such punichment consists of
the infliction of a fine, suspension, or reduction
in rank or pay, dismissal, discharge of trans-
fer in connection with such punishment. The
board should consist of a stipendiary magis-
trate and two assessors (who should be mem-
bers of the force) ome to represent the Com-
misgioner and one to represent the members of
the force. To give effect to this recommenda-
tion legislation is necessary, and 1 would urge
it to be dealt with as early as possible. At a
recent conference of police commissioners in
Sydney I went into the subject, and am satis-
fied that the different police associations in
the Commonwealth are desirous of having such
a board, and at the annual conference of mem-

bers of this foree, held in August, 1924, a
similar request was made.

That is the recommendation of the Com-
missioner of Police in 1924, But in his re-
port for last year he goes buck on that and
is opposed to the appoiniment of such a
board. Kvidently he has some well-founded
reasons for that later attitude.

Mr. Sleeman : He does not want the
appeals.

Hen. ¢ TAYLOR: In his last report he
said it would be impossible for anybody to
carry on a private business if appointing
men to positions because of long service.

The Premier : You are eonfusing twa
separate boards. The first was an appeal
hoard in respect of offences, and tle second
in respect of promotion.

Heon. G. TAYLOR: But the Commissione-
quoted the New South Wales Act of 1923.

The Premier: Yes, that is where a con-
stable might be fined for any offence, and
has the right of appeal. The sceond hoard
referred to is an appeal board to deal with
promotions. They are two different boards.

Hon. . TAYLOR.: No, for in his report
of 1924 the Commissioner referred to ap-
peals in respeet both of promotion and of
punishment. He does not want an appeal
hoard now.

Mr. Hughes: Berause quite a few appeals
are pending.
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The Premier: The Commissioner in his
last report referred only to an appeal board
in respect of promotions.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The Government
granted a temporary board to deal with
promotions. The Commissioner ijn his re-
port said the temporary board was not
successful. Op the other hand, the police
say it was thoroughly successful,

The Premier: The Commissioner’s opposi-
tion now is confined to a board to deal
with promotion.

Hon. (. TAYLOR: That does not alter
my statement. In 1924 the Commissioner
wanted a board to deal with both punish-
ments and promotions. HMe has sinee had
a temporary hoard fo deal with promotions.
Evidently it did not suit biwa, and so he is
now opposed to it, although perhaps want-
ing a board for other purposes.

Mr. Hughes: Most of the appeals that
went before that board were successful.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have read them all,
1 only want to know whether the Minister
for Police intends to meet the wishes of the
foree.

Mr. Marshall; How is that board in New
South Wales constituted?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: A judge of the dis-
trict eourt is chairman. He is appointed
by the Governor for seven years. If any
appellant before the hoard requires to be
heard by the chairman and two assessors,
such assessors, it is provided. shall be mem-
bers of the police force and shall be ap-
pointed by the Governor for three years.
One of them is nominated by the Inspector
General of Police, and the other is
nominated by the force in the manner pre-
seribed. The member for East Perth
suggests that the temporary appeal board
upheld the men’s appeals.

Mr. Marshall: Are von confident that the
word ‘‘promotion’’ was used in the Com-
missioner’s report for 1924, when he fav-
oured the appointment of the hoard?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, I have read it
out from a copy of the Commissioner’s re-
port. Tt was all published in a Press
coniroversy.

Mr. Marshali: Pardon me for having a
eood deal of mistrust of newspaper reports.

Hon. . TAYLOR: T am not roncerned
about the hon. member’s mistrust: T am
taking the report of the Commissioner as
printed in contradiction of the second re-
port. Ii wounld not have been printed unless
it was acenrate. Both reports are in exist-
ence and it wonld bhe easy to aseertain
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whether there was any discrepancy. I be-
lieve this case was put up by the secretary
of the Police Unicn of Workers.

Mr. Hughes: He is not a pressman.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No. Perhaps the
Premier will consider whether it is neces-
sary to meet the wishes of those men. We
have been accused of doing a good deal of
propaganda work. As the Minister for
Railways is not in his seat, I should like to
know from the l'remier the view of the
Government regarding the motion for long
service leave moved in this House three
vears ago. Aeccording to ‘‘Hansard’ of
the 19th September, 1923, the member for
Geraldton {Mr. Willeock), now Minister
for Railways, moved a motion in favour of
long service leave for the wages staff, and
T should like to know whether it was moved
for propaganda purposes. A few months
after the motion wds debated we went to
the country, and Labonr won the election,
doubtless as the result of their good work
in Opposition and their wonderful propa-
ganda work throughout the country. They
were evidently able to convince the people
that they were the proper men to take con-
trol of the Government.

Mr. Marshall: They had not a very diffi-
cult task.

Hon. . TAYLOR: I am not saying any-
thing about that. I am afraid the member
for Murehison (Mr. Marshall) is rather a
load for the Premier to earry. [f his
actions in the eonntry are anything like his
actions in this House, the Premier has
certainly a load to carry,

Mr. Teesdale interjected.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The member for Roe-
bourne {(Mr. Teesdale) evidently does not
know the member for Murchison well. Re-
cently I came aeross a man who bad known
him for years and he was talking of the re-
peated interjections made by the member for
Murchison. “I suppose he eannoi help it,”
snggesled a third party. “No,” said the
other man, “how c¢an he help 1t? He was
vaccinated with a gramophone needle.”, Of
course I eannot say whether that is true.

Mr. Thomson: It is a good old chestnut,

Hon. G, TAYLOR Three years ago the
member for Geraldton moved—

That in the opinion of the House the long
service leave conditions applying to the salaried

staff of Government employees should also ap.
ply to the wages staff.

In the eourse of bis remarks he said—

"1 cannot see why a privilege should be
granted to oune section of the employees and
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denied to the other, who perform equally faith-
ful service, My request is ao new thing. 1
bave here o list of the couditions existing in
the other States,

Then he went on to refer to Queensland.

Mr. Sleeman: Was not that motion lost on
your casting vote?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No.

Mr. Sleeman: Was it carried?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Whichever way 1
cast my vote while I was in the Speaker’s
Chair, it was certainly cast in the right way.

Mr. Sleeman: What you thought right.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It was cast according
to Parliamentary practice and proeedure. 1
did not worry whether it was favourable to
or opposed to the question under considera-
tion, Now that the Government, of which
the member for Geraldton is a member, are
in power, I want to know whether he has
shown any earnest during his 2% years’
ocenpaney of his Ministerial position to
carry out what he three years ago thought
was a proper thing for the wages staff of
the railways.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Would you be dis-
appointed if he brought it iuto operation to-

day?
Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is beside the
question. I do mnot know whether I would

really be justified in supporting such a pro-
position after the way in which we were
treated at the last election, but members op-
posite would be able to carry it withoul
looking for my assistanee. If it came to a
question of giving the workers a helping
hand, I would follow the line of conduct
I bave adopted throughout the last 40 years,
before members opposite knew anything at
all about the Labour movement.

Mr. Sleeman: Is that propaganda work?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is interesting to
hear that political fledgling. Not long ago
a2 flood came and, owing to a bridge being
carried away, the hon. member’s constituency
was cut off from the rest of the people,

Mr, Sleeman: What cut you off from this
side of the House?

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Fre-
mantle must keep order.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Let sleeping dogs lie.
If I started to give the hon. member the
reasons why Labour kicked me ount, he would
blush.

Mr. Sleeman:
them.

Mr. Lindsay: He could not blush.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The hon. member
wonld be well advised to let it slide. I can

I am prepared to hear

[ASSEMBLY.}

Justify my position, and have always been
able to do so. [ have never done anything
of whieh 1 have reason to be ashamed. It
is useless for the hon. member to try to irri-
tate me in that way, and 1 do not want
the hon, member, who has been in the public
life of this country for about five minutes,
to attempt to tell me, who have been in this
House 26 yeurs, what 1 should do. 1 have
stood the storm and stress of every wind
that kas blown during all those years; I have
faeed propaganda work from end (o end
of this State and have withstood it.

Mr. Sleeman: You were blown away once.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If 1 do go down af
the next clection 1 shall go down with my
flag waving high and wy face to the foe.
I have put up too many good stunts for the
workers, not only 1in this State but in
Queensland, to be frightened by anything
the hon. member might say of me to-day.

Myr. Sleeman: “Them was the days!”

Hon. G. TAYLOR : My record speaks for
itself; it is a record the like of which the
member for Fremantle will never be able
to achieve, [ am capable of doing more for
the eountry, and the people would trust me
to do more than they would irust the hon.
member to do. I wish to ask the Premier
whether there is any possible chanee of the
Minister for Railways keeping faith with
the railway workers in respect of the motion
he tabled.

The Premier: I will consult the Minister.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T shall consult him,
too, after the Premier’s consultation.

The Premier: With our combined efforts,
we should be able to do something.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, if it is no more
than to sustain the member for Fremantle.

| Mr. Lutey took the Chair.]

MR, ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.55]1: Last
Friday some large posters announcing the
contents of the “Westralian Worker” were
placarded all over the city. The first and
chief announcement on the posters read as
follows:—

Mr. Collier gives Westralia its first surplua
for 15 years.

T should like to know whether the Premier
kept anything back when he delivered his
Budget speech a fortnight ago. If my re-
collection is correct, he told us that last
year's operations had ended in a loss of
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£99,000. How, then, could he have given
Western Australia its first surplus tor 15
vears?

The Premaer: If you had read the article,
1 think you wounld have found it stated that
he gives Western Australia its first surplus
this year.

Mr. ANGELO: 1 was dealing merely with
the beading on the poster. 1 may tell the
Premier that | went to the Parliamentary
reading room to see the article, but found
that the first page had been cut out of the
Puper.

The Premicr: 1t is a mueh read paper.

Mr. ANGELO: In view of that statement
by the “Worker” did the Premier keep any-
thing back when delivering his Budget, or
was the poster heading merely oue of ile
usual misleading, eye-arresting statementis
that this seetion of the Press likes to minke
a few months before an eleetion?

Mr. Lamond: You do not miss mu-h.

Mr. ANGEILOQO: I should like to learn a
few puints from the ofher side. 1 undsor-
stand there was a fine cartoon in that
paper.

Mr. Sleeman: There was, a few weeks ayo.

Mr. ANGELO: The eartoon depicted the
Premier in the role of o housekeeper and T
considered it anything but flattering.

The Premier: I have a grievance against
that cartoon.

Mr. ANGELO: It depicied the Premier
with a great broom in his hand sweeping
ont a ecouple of wild cats, one of which was
hranded “High Taxation” and the other
“Deficit.” Tt went on to say that the Pre-
nier, in doing so. had attained his object.
T consider the earvtoon was correct up to 2
certain point, but it would have been more
complete had a note heen added to the effec!
that the broom had heen supplied by the
Nationalist Government, Fven the money
that enabled the Premier to sweep those
wild eats out of the room came from the
Nationalist Governiment.

The Premier: Which money?

Mr. ANGELO: The special erants from
the Federal Government.

The Premier: Does the hon. member knew
so little of the position as to sav that the
defieit was affeected hy the grants from the
Tederal Government? ’

e ANGELO: It was.

The Premier: Does the hon. member know
that the defirit bas nothinz to do with the

rrants$
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Mr. ANGELOQ: | know thut special grants
have been made for road eonstruction and
cther purposes that have enabled tbe rail-
ways and other activities to earn more money
and bave pluced our firances in the postiton
in which we find them to-day. We have not
vet gou a surplus.

The Premier: 1 do not say that we have.

Me. ANGELO: The cartoon says that we
have.

The Premier: 1 hope vou arve not jealous
that we are likely to wet a surplus.

Mr. ANGELO: Not at all,

Fhe 1'remier: You seem disappointed at
the prospect of onr getting a surplus.

Mr. ANGELO: T am not.

TFhe Premier: I rather think vou ave.

Mr. ANGELQ: I realise that the FPremier
iz the lousemaid using the broom that wus
snpplied by the previous Government.

The Premier: I hope you wounld rather
nat see a defieit for political reasons.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier, in delivering
the Budget speech, departed from the usual
eourse and did not touch upon departmental
activities, That, of course, eurtails the op-
portunity for members to contribute to the
coneral debate.

The Premier: Tt does no such thine.

Mr. ANGELO: I realise that we shall
have opportunities later on, bul T was re-
ferring to our opportunitics during the gen-
eral debate.  Furthev, the Premier did noi
deal with the queshion of the {rans-
fer of the North-West. He explained
that the North-West would form the
subject of a special debate later on.
T am sove that all members from the North-
West wil! look forward to that debate. Tke
member for Katanning congratulated the
Premier on having reached his 21st politiezl
birthday. Every member will endorse his
oood wishes. An old proverb zays, “It is
hetter to be born lucky than rich.,” The Pre-
mier has much to be thankful for, not so
mneh on having reached his 21st polities!
irthday, as on having taken over the reins
of office when he did about two years ago.

The Premier: Wonderfn!!

Mr. ANGELO: He certainly was born
with o silver spoon in his mouth when he
began life as the Premier. We often hear of
farmers and miners who go out into nnknown
parts to take up land and try to develop a
mine. We have heard of original pioneers
who have apent vears of their lives in an en-
deavour to make a farm or develop a mine,
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but unfortunately, mainly through no lault
of their own, they have reaped no benefit
from their efforts. Through some cause they
have been unable to compleie the task, but
& stranger may come along and reap the
whole of the benefits of the work of the
others,

The Premier: I think in my publie life in
this State I have done as much in the way
of building it up and developing it as most
men.

Mr. ANGELO: Qute so, but T was refer-
ring to recent years.

The Premier: Long years, too, before the
bon. mewber entered Parliament.

Mr. ANGELO: The Mitchell Government
took office in May, 1919, at the peak of the
State’s deficits. The defieit had then reached
nearly three-quarters of a million per an-
num. The war was just over, Peace had not
been signed when the Mitchell Government
assumed office. Out of our population of
310,000 odd, 32,231 of our men left the State,
and only 23,000 returned. At the time the
Mitchell Government took office these men
had not returned.

The Minister for Lands: Most of them
returned in 1919,

Mr. ANGELO: The war was only just
over then.

The Minister for Lands:
1918.

Mr. ANGELO: Peace had not been de-
clared.

The Minister for Lands: They were here
long hefore peace was signed.

Mr. ANGELO: They had been away for
the previous five years. Ten per cent. of the
population of the State had left to go to the
war. If we deduct the women and ehildren
and the aged men it will be seen that pro-
bably 50 per cent. of the working manhood of
the State were away during the war. Isitnot
to be expected that matters could only be in
a very unsatisfactory state? We also know
that when these men returned a great num-
ber took some time before they counld seftle
down to the old conditions. When the Mitchell
Government took office the railways were not
earning anything like what they earn to-
day. There was not the production to keep
them employed. Members also know that
the interest rates were abnormally high. The
interest paid on loans or even on overdrafis
for the Treasurer were considerably higher
than they are to-day, going up to as high
as 6% per cent.

It was over in

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Lands: At the time the
Leader of the Opposition took over he was
zeiting money at £5 5s. 3d.

Mr. ANGELO: The price of all commodi-
ties and requirements for public works had
rizen eonsiderably, necessitating higher wages
than had previously been paid.

The Premier: Wages are higher to-day
than they have ¢ver been in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. ANGELO: The same could be said of
the revenue. The increase in wages cannot
be compared with the small increase in
revenue. During the term of the Mit-
chell Government the average wage of the
railway men was increased by £58 per an-
num, and our ecivil servants by nearly £60.
The revenue for the year after the Mitchell
Government took oftice, in 1920, was only
£658,001 higher than it was for the last pre-
war year, but the expenditure, owing to the
abnoymal conditions and the added rate
of interest, ingreased by £1,190,000 as be-
tween the last pre-war year and the year re-
ferred to. This means that the Treas-
urer had to find '£530,000 more thap
was necessary in the pre-war year, These
are facts we must not forget. When the
Leader of the Opposition became Premier he
had associated with him two or three mem-
bers of his own party and three Ministers
from the Country Party. The Cabinet of
that day realised the great diffienlties ahead.
They fully understood that taxation eould
not bhe raised o any appreeiable extent, and
set themselves out to inerease prodnction.

The Premier: T snppose the hon. member
has not forgotten that taxation was consider-
ably increased.

Mr. ANGELO: It could not have been
considerably inereased. _

The Premier: When the hon. member
makes such 'z statement he should prove that
he knows what he is talking abont. Taxzation
was raised from 2s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. in the
pound.

Mr. ANGELO: It was not increased to
any appreciable extent.

The Premier: I suppose 2s. in the pound
is not an appreciable increase.

Mr. ANGELO: It was impossible to in-
crease it to such an extent as to wipe ont
existing defleits.

The Premier: You should not make mis-
leading statements to the effeet that taxation
was not inereased to any appreciable extent,
when, as a faet, it was nearly doubled.
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Mr. ANGELO: The Government of the
day realised that the only bope of squaring
the ledger was by increasing production.

The Premier: And by increasing taxation.

Mr. ANGELOQ: That was done to a lesser
extent.

The Premier: Be fair and admit a fact.
1 am only stating a fact. Does the hon. mem-
ber wish to deny it?

Mr. ANGELO: No, but I know that the
Government of the day realised, and the Pre-
mier agrees with it, that an inerease in fax-
ation alone would never have wiped out the
defieit. This had to be done in the way the
Mitchell Government acted, namely, by in-
ercasing produetion to the atmost possible
eapacity.

The Premier: Of eourse!

Mr. ANGELO: In that way the freight
on the railways was increased, and increased
revenue was derived from our harbours and
other Government utilities. The Premier of
the day and his colleagues realised the neces-
sity for increasing our wheat production and
of establishing group settlements and de-
veloping the South-West.

The Minister for Lands: There has not
been much revenue from group setilements.

Mr. ANGELO: Not yet, but the Minister
must not forget that although there is not
much return from group settlements up fo
date, the establishment of groups bas cer-
tainly inereased the earnings of the railways.

The Minister for T.ands: Not since we
have been here.

Mr. ANGELO: The railways certainly
have been busy all the time transporting
these people and their implements to the
groups. Every settler occasions some traffic.
The expenditure of loan money must in-
crease the earnings of our Government utili-
ties. However, as I have said, development
was undertaken in every direction with the
objeet of increasing the earnings of public
utilities, partieularly railways and harbours.
Tt took a vear or two before the resunlts of
these new activities made themselves felt in
the finances of the State: hut after three
vears’ operations, that is to say in 1923
the Treasnrer was able to announce a redue-
tion of no less than £327.000 as comnared
with the deficit for the previous vear.
That. we must all agree. was indeed a Taund-
able arhievement. Tt was followed by a
further reduction of €176.000 in the snceeed-
ine vear. which was the vear when the pre-
spnt (Rovernment tonk office. doring .Tnne.
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However, the present Government had been
in oflice only a monthk or so when the ac-
counts for the year were closed; so that the
last Government ean certainly take credit
for at least 90 per cent. of that most satis-
factory second reduction. The Treasurer of
that period, Sir James Mitchell, forecasted
(bhat the reduetion would take place.

The Premier: That year's finanece helonged
to that Government.

AMr. ANGELO: Then we must acknow-
ledge that the late Premier within his eom-
paratively short term of office reduced the
deficit  from nearly three-quarters of a
million to about one-guarter of a million.
This was done in spite of all the handicaps
which the last Government encountered when
taking oftice. The present Leader of the
Opposition, when Premier, indicated that
the policy he had in view would mean thdt
in the following year, which is the last finan-
cial vear, the deficit would entirely disap-
pear. Last year, however, we had a defieit
of £58,000, and this year we have one of
£99.000.  Still, T must acknowledge that
these figures represent a great improve-
ment on what obtained before the previous
Government took aoffice. The previous Gov-
ernment achieved their results without many
of the great advantages whieh the present
Government enjoy.

The Premier: What are those advantages?

Mr. ANGELO: The present Government
came in on the flood tide of prosperity
caused to a large extent by the activities and
policy of the previous Government. We
all know that production has materially in-
creased. Our railways are much more fully
employed now than they were five years ago.
Our harbours have heen crowded, and our
shipping has increased considerably More-
over, money has hecome much cheaper.

The Premier: How much?

Mr. ANGELOQ: Considerably.

The Premier: How much*

Mr. ANGELO: At least 11 per cent.

The Premier: The hon. member does not
know what he is talking about.

Mr. ANGELO: I can assure the Pre-
mier—--

The Premier: An ex-banker talking such
robbish. One and a quarter per cent!

Mr. ANGELO: We know that the late
Treasurer was paving 6% per cent., and we
also know that the present Treasurer can got
money at 5 per cent. if he will aecept it.

The Premier: The hon. member knows
some things that T do net know. He may
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be a genius in finance. 1 know 1 am mnot
getting money at 5 per cent.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You are getting
some at 1 per cent.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes,

The Minister for Lands: That money at
1 per cent. has to be used for & certain pur-
pose, and there is no immedinte return from
it.

Mr. ANGELO: But it all helps to in-
crease the earning capacity of the publie
ufilities.

The Minister for Lands: My chief official
says he is doubtful whether that money is
really cheap.

Mr. ANGELOQO: The Treasurer has had
the advantage of inereased taxation which
was introduced by the previous Government.

The Premier: Fave I had increased taxa-
tion in comparison with the previous Gov-
ernment?

Mr. ANGELO: The Treasurer got more
revenue from taxation last year than the
previons year.

The Premier: Suorely the hon. member is
not so stupid as that!

Mr. ANGELO- There has been increased
land tax.

The Premier: It is useless to argue with
a man who does not know what he is talking
about.

Mr. ANGELQ: AMembers know that the
position is us I state.

The Premier: Either the hon. member is
fearfully stupid or he is making a wilful
misstatement

Mr. ANGELO: On the Premier’s own
figures T say that the position is as 1 have
stated.

The Premier: Confine yourself to the
truth. Ii is a shocking thing when a member
makes a deliberate misstatement over and
over again in this Chamber.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We know that
taxation is now much heavier.

The CITATRMAN: Order!

Mr. ANGELO: T ask for a withdrawal of
the statement that I have made a deliberate
misstatement. .

The Premier: I withdraw that remark,
Mr. Lutey, and I will say that the hon.
memher’s statement is wholly incorrect, if
not deliberately.

Mr. ANGELO: let me prove what T
have said. Here are the Premier’s own
fieures. Tn 1924-25 he received from land
tax £113,°67 as against—-

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Premier: ‘The hon. member does not
know any more ahout figures than does a
blackfellow.

Mr, ANGELQ: The Premier received that
amount as against £79,983 collected in 1923,
when the Leader of the Opposition was in
oflice. From income tax the previous Gov-
ernnent  received £390,000 as against
£566,000 obtained by the present Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: Those totals do
not inean increases in taxation.

The D'rewier: The hon. member does not
nunderstand that.

Mr. ANGELO: But those are the Pre-
mier's own figures of revenue.

The Minister for Lands: But those figures
do not mean increase in taxation.

Mr. Davy: They mean inerease in re-
venue received, though.

The Premier: But the hon. member has
been speaking of increased taxation all the
time.

Mre, ANGELO: Members know perfectly
well that 1 am referring to taxation revenue.
Taking the total received from land tax, in-
come tax, dividend duty, totalisator tax,
stamp daty and licenses, T find that the late
Government received £987,000 odd for 1923
as against £1,224000 odd received by the
present Government for the year just closed.

The Minister for Lands: That is because
thy present Government have increased the
value of land and caused more business.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr, ANGELO: I think those fgures
should convinee cveryone that I have not
made a gross misstaterment. 1 have sub-
stantiated my contention by reading from
the Premier’s Budget Speech as printed in
“Hansard.”

The Premier: Yeur trouble is that you do
not understand the figures.

Mr. ANGELO: The present Government
have another little nest egz of £530,000 from
sandalwood. That amount is the result of an
Aet passed by the previous Government.
Again, there is intevest charged against pub-
liec works under construction. Of that the
rrevious Government never had the bene-
fit. On top of all these things, the present
Government get a most bountiful rainfall.

The Premier: You seem dreadfully dis-
appointed over the whole situation.

Mr. ANGET.0: No. I am delighted with
it.

The Premier: You are disappointed.

Mr. ANGELO: Al T wish is that the pre-
sent Premier should say, “We are doing
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well, and 1 have done my share, but I must
give a eertain amount of the credit to the
previous Government, who made these re-
sults possible’’

The Premier: Did I not?

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier might have
admitted that the former Government made
that rvesult possible.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! While the
member for (ascoyne is speaking I must
ask members to cease interjecting.

The Premier: Did I deny that that was
so?

The CHAIRMAN: Ouder!

The Premier: Try to be fair,

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier might have
been more emphatic about the point.

The Premier: More ewmphatie !

The CHATRMAN: Order! This conversa-
tion aeross the floor of the House must
cease.

My, ANGELO:
a conversation,

The CHAIRMAN: That is so; the inter-
jections must cease.

Mr. ANGELO: We have had references
to the special grants the Preniier is about to
colleet. I elaim that those granis are wholly
due to the past Government. Some time ago
the Leader of the Opposition started to
complain to the Federal Government respeci-
ing the unfavourable freatment meted out fo
Western Australia. Fle set the then Under
Treasurer, Mr. Owen, at work on a special
inguiry to ascertain just how Federation had
affected Western Australia finaneially, [
consider it was owing to Mr. Owen’s repori
that the ball was started rolling, with the re-
sult that the I'ederal Royal Commission to
inquire into the disabilities of Western Aus-
tralia was appointed and the subsequent re-
commendations for special granis were fur-
nished to the Commoenwealth,

The Minister for Lands: And are we not
to collect them?

The CHATRMAN:
interjections to cease.

Mr. ANGELO : Then, again, we are
enjoying considerable benefits arising from
the agreement made with the Imperial au-
thorities. It must be acknowledgzed that that,
too, is due to the work of the Leader of the
Opposition when he was Premier. When he
went to England he dealt with that matter
and fixed an agreement. Some people sug-
gest that he should have made a better one
and, in fact, beiter agreements were made
suhsequently. Tt should be borne in mind
however, that there must always be a com-

531
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mencement and the good work the then Pre-
mier did in securing the first agreement was
the commencement of the new era of migra-
tion and development that the present Gov-
ernment, [ am pleased to say, are carrying
on. It has resulted in the increased pros-
perity of the State.

Mr. Davy: The fact that a better aero-
plane is built does not alter the faet that
the aeroplane was first invented by someone
clse.

The CHAIRMAN: Order, please !

Alr, ANGELO: The Premier fold us that
the £360,000 of Federal money that bhe will
receive, is to be allocated as follows:—
£200,000 to the deficit, £165,000 fo the as-
sistance of the mining industry, and £200,-
000 as relief from taxation. We are all
pleased, indeed, that the Premier decided to
adloeate the money in that way. At the same
time, looking at the financial aspect, I do not
know whether it was quite wise to devote
the whole of the £200,000 to the reduction of
taxation. It is estimated that the revenue
for the financial year will amount to £9,791,-
000, and the Premier estimates a sorplus of
only £10,000. That is barely one per
cent.! 1t is easy for some little thing
to misearry, and for the expected £10,000
surplus to disappear. In that event, we shall
again be faced with a deficit. We are too
close to the balancing line to make such a
drastic reduefion in taxation as 3314 per
eent. Had I heen the Premier T would have
deelared a 15 per cent. reduction straight
away, and placed an amount equalling an-
other 15 per cent. in a suspense account
to be used as a rehate if the vear’s transae-
tions turned out satisfactorily. Every mem-
ber of the Committee would regret exceed-
ingly if a deficit were experienced at the
end of the current financial year. '

Mr. Thomson: It is impossible; there
could not be a defieit.

Mr. ANGELO: T am of that opinion,
too.

Mr. A. Wansbrough:
you know about it, too.

The CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Hon.
members must keep order when they are
asked to do so.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier would have
been justified in retaining half of the reduc-
tion he proposes until he saw how the
yvear’s transactions panned out. If he re-
tained 15 per cent. and anvthing untoward
happened, it would form a contribution
towards wiping out or reducing the pos-
sible deficit. Now he has the promise of

And that is what
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a good harvest., That will mean a tremend-
ous inerease in railway freights and harbour
revenue. I hope, therefore, that there need
be no thought of a deficit and that the Pre-
mjer’'s reduction of 333% per cent. will
be warranted. But there i5 another point.
As indicated in the cartoon I have referred
to, the reduction of 334 per cent. in taza-
tion was made possible by the Federal grant,
given to us by a National Government,

Mr. Lindsay: The Federal Country Party
are concerned in the Government too.

Mr. ANGELO: It was the coalescing of
the Country Party and the National Party
that enabled the Premier to come np smiling.
When members sitting on the Government
side ot the House consider the position, they
should not take the credit to themselves that
their official organ “The Worker” is extend-
ing to the Labour Government. “The
Worker” has published the statement that
the Labour Government gave the people the
reduction of 3314 per cent. in taxation, but
when we are considering the position, do
not let us forget that the money enabling
that to be done came from a Government
comprised of Nationalists and Country
Party members.

Mr. Lindsav: That is better.

Mr. ANGELOQO: Tt is the irony of fate
that the Labour Premier is able to use the
broom with which to sweep out the wild
cats of high taxation and of deficits.

The Premier: Of course, we did not do
anything at all! You ecan have the lot! So
long as I ean square the ledger, that is all
I care abont.

Mr. Davy: But the Premier would not
make those extravagant elaims for himself,
sach as ‘*The Worker’’ did.

The Premier: Of course T would not.

The CHATRMAN: Order! This
versation must cease!

Mr. ANGELO: T was surprised to hear
the Premier say that the Federal Govern-
ment were keeping back £150,000 of the
special grant becanse of the position re-
garding the North-West. From what T
tould gather from the Premier’s statement,
the Federal Government have refained that
money in the hope of taking over the nortle-
ern parts of the State. One would think
that the Federal Government would allow
us to draw that money and not retain
it until such time as the North-
West was handed over once and for all
I hope the Premier is pointing out to them

con-

"ished.

[ASSEMBLY.]

that it is ihe wrong way to do it. [ thinl
the Premier said the other night he wa
taking credit month by month on aceoun
of the £565,000 Federal grant. 1 should lik
to know if, on the other hand, he is makiny
any debit month by month for the £160,00(
grant to encourage mining, and the mone)
that is going to the reduction of the deficit
Perhaps he will tell us that later on. Thern
is no Vote for the North-West Departmen
this year, the department having been abol
1 am not a bit surprised at the aboli
tion of that department. Some years ago
when [ was in favour of establishing thai
department, I made it clear that what |
thought was necessary was a Minister fo
the North-West who would spend five m
six months in every year in the North-Wesl
making himself personally aequainted with
all its conditions and reguirements and
would then come down here to attend Par-
liament and advise bis colleague as to whal
the Nerth-West required. 1 suggested he
should bave some small diseretionary limit
that would enable bim, if he saw sume little
necessary work, to have it done but that on
all bigger issues be should report tv Cabinet.
At that time I considered sll that was neces-
sary in the way of staff would be one officer
just to look after the Minister's correspon-
dence and keep the office open whilst he was
away, Aectually what we wanted was an
advisory department rather than an execu-
tive department; so that when it was de-
cided that a bridge should be built on the
recommendation of the Minister for the
North-West, Cabinet would instruet the Pub-
lic Works Department to get on with the
work; or if a school was to be opened, the
Fduecation Department would be advized and
would send up a teacher, Instead of that,
after the department was established a little
time a staff was built up and almost a dual
administration created, 1 told my fellow-
members from the North-West when I heard
of additional appointments to the staff,
“That is the end of the North-West
Tepartment, for we can never agree
te having two administrations in one State.”
But although the department has heen abol-
ished I hope the Premier—if we are to con-
tinne to hold the North-West—will appoint
a Minister for the North-West, and let him
devote his whole time to the one job.

Mr. Coverley: And let him bé appointed
from the Assembly.

Mr. ANGELOQ: Oh certainly, I agree with
that.
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The Premier: I am open to receive an
fter.

Mr. ANGELQO: The Premier can depend
mn my support if he seeks to amend the Con-
ititution to enable him to have another Min-
ster, or even two, provided that one is to
qok after the North-West. We want a Min-
ster for the North-West exelusively, one who
vill trave! through the North, acquire know-
edge of the North, and look after the North.-
) coarse, if we hand over the North to the
Sommonwealth, the appointment of such a
Minister will not be necessary,

Mr. A. Wansbrough : Are you in favour of
1anding over the North?

Lir. ANGELO: Yes, but not on the con-
litions proposed by the Federal Government.

am glad the Premier and others re-
wagnise that the interest taken in West-
srn Australia by the Eastern States
s being greatly cnhanced. When visit-
ng the East, I bhave noticed that people
wre becoming inereasingly interested in
his State. The publication of that little
ramphlet entitled “The Staie’s Activities” is
i big factor in making the State known. 1
ret a dozen copies of each issue and send them,
ome to the Kastern States and some to Eng-
and, and in consequence I get many inquiries
‘or further information. It is the duty of
wery Minister, every member of Parliament,
ind indeed dvery citizen, when be goes abroad,
o act as amhassador for the State. We can-
ot do too mueh to bring before outsiders
he great possibilities of Western Australia.
t cannot be long before our wheat export
vill be larger than that of any other State
n the Commonwealth, and within 15 or 20
cars we should be exporting more wheat
kan all the other States fogether. T only
cpe that our other prodnetions will increase
a like manner.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.38 pon.
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The PRESIDENXT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

BILLS (3)—TEIRD READING.

1, Inspection of Scaffolding Act Anmi.nd-
ment.

2, Justices Act Amendment.
Returned to Assembly with an amendment.

3, Broome [.oan Validation.
Passed.

BILL—NAVIGATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committes adopted.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
fiest time.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 13th October.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENQOM
(North) [4.38]: | have pleasure in congrat-
nlating the Government on having recognised
the necessity for taking the verv imporiant
step of reducing the income tox. A reduc-
tion of 331 per cent. is a substantial one that
must have an advaningeous effeet on finan-
cial arrangements in this State, particularly
as it follows the abolition of the 15 per cent,
super tax that hitherto was imposed. A
ereat deal of harm has been done to Western
Australia on account of the maximum rate
of tax charged on high ineomes. T happen
to he in a position to know that it has led



